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INTRODUCTION 


Ever since the inception of this earth, there has been, perhaps, a feeling of 
volunteerism in the living beings, and by Irving being is meant even plants and 
trees which become the basis of all sentient beings Animals, who are 
considered as not having rational power, do possess a feeling of volunteerism, 
This feeling may however differ in species of animals. For instance, the feeling 
of volunteerism (helping each other at the time of crisis) is very often found in 
elephants, ants, dogs, and monkeys, If this feeling is present in animals, it is but 
natural that man being rational and sensitive must possess and develop the 
feeling of volunteerism to make this world better a place to live in. Perhaps, it is 
this feeling that helped man to reach this stage of development However, there 
has been decline in this precious treasure due to erosion of values in our 
everyday life. 

Background 

If we look into the history we find that there had been excellent examples of 
volunteerism where persons and organizations offered their services to their 
neighbours, community and individual members at the time of crisis and this 
service was offered not for return of any personal gains This practice of 
volunteering was a part of everyone's life in Indian culture. This can be seen 
even today in villages where people offer their services at the times of 
celebrations and crisis. As this tradition of volunteenng is becoming rare a 
phenomenon in urban life and there is growing tendency of egoism everywhere, 
volunteer services are called for more than ever before to tackle different 
problems in the society. These problems include illiteracy, erosion of values, 
threat to national integration, social evils, environmental degradation, health 
problems, terrorism, and education of the handicapped. Our insensitivity to 
human values and uncanng attitude toward downtrodden is a matter of serious 
concern and demand vigorous voluntary efforts from individuals and 
organizations to change this state of affairs. 



National Seminar on Volunteerism , 

In line with the declaration of International Year of Volunteers £001 Indian 
Government decided to organize programmes to recognize the contribution of 
volunteers in different fields and to promote and facilitate volunteer services in 
areas of priority concerns. With the purpose of recognizing, promoting 
facilitating, networking through different media and developing better 
understanding toward the role of volunteers in areas of priority concerns, 
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), New Delhi 
organized a three-day National Seminar on Volunteerism from January 28-30 
2002 as a follow up programme of the international year of volunteers. Papers 
on identified themes in priority areas were invited from individuals, institutions 
and organizations to deliberate upon various issues of pnority concerns and to 
find out how volunteers could contribute in these areas. The purpose of the 
seminar was also to deliberate upon the role of NCERT in promoting voluntary 
efforts in education, training and research. 

Papers on identified themes were received from the contributors for presentation 

in the seminar and they were classified into six categories. These categories 
were: 

® Voluntary efforts for education of the handicapped 
® Voluntary efforts for education for national integration 

* Voluntary efforts for education for removal of social evils 

* Voluntary efforts for inculcating values 

® Volun tary efforts for education for protection of environment 

* Gener ^ papers cover ing areas like education for all, population education, 
and voluntary efforts in education and development. 

The report contains eight chapters covering proceedings of the seminar, and it is 

hoped that it will provide information and inspiration to interested persons and 
organizations. 








INAUGURATION OF NATIONAL SEMINAR ON VOLUNTEERISM 

Date - 28 th January, 2002 

WELCOME 

Prof. K,K, Vashishtha, Head DEE extended a warm welcome to Prof J.S. Rajput, 
Director, NCERT, Shri La,I Advani Consultant, RCI, Dr. R.B.L. Soni (Prog. Co¬ 
ordinator), the participants, the expert resource persons and faculty from the 
Department of Elementary Education. He said that the Seminar on National 
Volunteerism is important as we are going to discuss a vital issue on 
Volunteerism. Volunteerism assumes a very significant role. There are several 
problems in the field of education. Only pedagogues, teachers, administrators 
cannot solve the problems. Therefore there is an urgent need for some sort of 
action There should be a feeling from within. There is a need of mobilizing 
people in different directions. He said that this seminar is a follow up programme 
of the (International year of Volunteerism) 2001. In NCERT we should also 
generate thinking so that we think how best we can mobilize people on different 
dimensions of education. We can try to tackle some of problems with our 
collective efforts. He said that there is a need to find out the action points to 
follow. Participants should be able to solve important problems related to 
volunteerism. He thanked Prof. Rajput for inaugurating the programme. He then 

requested Dr. Soni the programme Co-ordinator to explain the purpose of the 
seminar 

About the Programme 

Dr R.B.L. Soni discussed the relevance of International Year of Volunteers 2001 
declared by the United Nations, and stressed the need of voluntary efforts in 
different areas including the education. Spelling out the objectives of National 
Seminar on Volunteerism Dr Soni said that there is a need for developing better 
understanding for volunteer sen/ice in different areas, and voluntary efforts ought 
to be promoted and facilitated though networking. The importance of volunteer 

services must be recognized to achieve the goals of education for all, healthy 
living, inculcating values and so on 
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Volunteer service has been a part of virtually every civilization and society, and 
the zeal of volunteerism has helped develop a civilized and caring society 
Defined as willing participation in non-profit, non-wage and non-career action that 
individuals carry out for the well-being of their neighbours, community or society 
and humanity at large, it takes many forms from traditional customs of mutual 
self-help to community responses in times of crisis and effort for relief, conflict 
resolution and the eradigation of poverty. The concept includes local and 
national volunteer efforts, as well aa bilateral and international programme, 
which operate across borders. Volunteers have contributed significantly to the 
welfare and progress of industrialized and developing countries and within 
national and United Nations programmes of humanitarian assistance, technical 
cooperation and promotion of human rights and peace. Voluntary service 
features prominently in the activities of NGOs, professional associations, trade 
unions and civic organizations. Many campaigns in areas such as literacy, 
immunization, protection of the environment, and eradication of social evils are 
crucially dependent upon volunteer effort. 


The idea for an International Year of Volunteers (IYV) to be proclaimed as the 
world enters the 21 st century, to facilitate the vital contribution of volunteers and 
to recognize their achievements, arose in deliberations between several major 
international NGOs in the early 1990s. The UN General Assembly—in its 52 nd 
session on 20 November 1997 in Resolution 52/17, co-sponsored by 123 
countries—decided to lake the action called for in the ECOSOC resolution. The 
premise underlying IYV 2001 is that voluntary service is called for more than ever 
before to tac^e areas of pnority concerns in the social, economic, cultural, 
humanitarian and peace-building fields and that more people are needed to offer 
their services as volunteers. For this to happen there is a need for greater 
recognition and facilitation of volunteer work and greater promotion of such 
service, drawing upon the best initiatives and efforts—the “best practice”—of 
volunteers networked to the greatest effect 

Indian civilization is one of the ancient civilizations of the world that had deep- 
rooted tradition of volunteerism both at individual and organization levels, and 



India's contribution to service to humanity and peace in different ways is well 
known, The message of peace and love is an inseparable part of Indian culture 
and this is clear from the Vedic dictum Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, which teaches 
us to treat whole world as a family without any consideration of caste, colour, 
race, creed, and nationality. 

The purpose of national seminar on volunteerism is to recognize the contribution 
of volunteers in different areas and to promote and facilitate voluntary services in 
the country to achieve the constitutional goal of “education for all”. Among other 
things the seminar will also focus on promotion of voluntary services in the areas 
of education for healthy living, education for environmental protection, education 
for national Integration, education for international understanding, education for 
values and ethics, education for removal of social evils, role of students in 
volunteerism, role of volunteers in universal education, and role of volunteers in 
education of the handicapped. The purpose of this seminar is also to explore 
how volunteers and voluntary organizations can contribute to accomplish the 
goal of education for all and how NCERT could provide its expertise to volunteers 
and voluntary organizations in the area of education. Finally, a national action 
plan to promote volunteerism in different areas will be prepared. 

Despite pedagogical improvements and technological advancements a section of 
society called “children with disabilities’ have not received attention and 
acceptance of a large number of educationists and teachers due to their 
stereotypical beliefs hindering the progress of universal elementary education. It 
is hoped that with the passage of Disability Act 1995 and 93 rd amendment in the 
constitution declaring elementary education as a fundamental right of every child 
combined with governmental and voluntary efforts with determined support of 
some administrators and academicians, it will be possible for children with 
disabilities also to have access, enrolment and quality education The role of 
volunteers in promoting elementary education of children with disabilities is vital 
as they could serve this group in drfferont ways. 
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In view of the importance of volunteerism in different areas there is an urgent 
need of recognizing, promoting, and facilitating voluntary efforts to accomplish 
multifarious tasks. To accomplish these tasks some strategic ideas will have to 
be generated and areas will have to be identified and prioritized to work on. 

There are few issues that need to be considered. These include- 

• How can volunteerism be promoted? 

• How people could be motivated to work as volunteers? 

• How students could be motivated to promote literacy among masses? 

• Which are the areas where volunteerism can contribute effectively? 

How retired people and housewives could be inspired to contribute to the 
removal of social evils? 

He concluded his remarks by sincerely thanking Prof. J S Rajput, Director, 

NCERT, Prof. K.K. Vash.shtha, Head DEE for their continuous support and 
guidance. 
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Inaugural Address 

\ 

Prof. J.S. Rajput, Director NCERT, inaugurated the National Seminar on 
Volunteerism. In his inaugural address the Director said that it would be an 
achievement of the seminar if it could contribute to better understanding of 
volunteerism. 'Human beings have a tendency of caring and sharing, and what is 
needed is to promote this tendency. Stressing the need for volunteerism he 
quoted Prof. D.S. Kothari who once said that world never had so much of hatred 
distrust and violence as ,t has today. The answer to these problems, he said is 
Gandh, who always preached love, peace, and non-violence. Emphasizing the 
need of one's duty, which is inherent to volunteerism, Prof Rajput quoted 
Gandh, s statement that his wise but illiterate mother had told him that he should 

word's . S T\“ ° (here °° Uld 9et their " 9h,S He dis «"9-hed between two 
words Sewak fservant) and "seva" (service) If we could promote the feeling of 

-Vice (seva, voiunteerism wii, hourish Voiun^ slices are needed ve^ 

m areas of social and education,, concerns, as government alone cannot 



accomplish this huge task. At the same time there is a need to think as to what 
has made community become suspicious of voluntary organizations and 
volunteers Appreciating voluntary service rendered by some individuals, he said 
that volunteerism is a value and it should be introduced and promoted in schools 
He also laid emphasis on promotion of social and spiritual values and promotion 
of volunteerism in areas of social and national concerns. 


Education should lead to Seva Bhavana to serve others voluntarily The 
education system in India must strive to Seva Bhavana instead of Sevak 
Bhavana if we can imbibe this Seva Bhavana volunteerism will flourish. The 
basic objective of the education transplanted by the British was to prepare 
servants for the British Empire People had never seen Gandhi, they never met 
Gandhi but they devoted their whole life to Gandhi, to (he ideals of Gandhi 
because they identify themselves to the values that Gandhi adhered to There 
are several problems before the country such as economic crisis, national 
security, internal security, restoring dignity to everyone. The objective is that 

every human being should get human dignity. 

\ 

\ 

Voluntary services are needed very much in areas ot social and educalional 
concerns, as government alone cannot accompSsh this huge task. He also gave 
example of t-anchayati Raj Act. Volunteerism has to be encouraged particularly 
in social sector and education sector. At the same lime, there is a need to think 
as to what has made community become suspicious of voluntary organizations 
and volunteers. The Seminar should deliberate upon this issue. 


olunteensm he said is a feeling Volunteerism itself is a value. It indicates 
willingness to work for others, wfcgness ,c devote Ume. energy and resources 
or o ers, willingness to achieve something desirable, acceptable which mus! 
come from wrthtn and gives dignity t0 human being. II gives mtemal personal 
satisfaction. He exported this point further as he quoted Gandhis rema* “My 
illiterate but wise mother had told me much earlier in my life that, “You must do 

ImpJ , S0 T ° therS Cm 96t lhei ' r ri9h(S ' ThB Particular sentence "self is 
complete for values and duttes. Volunteersm mus. eminate from inside. 
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In the context of volunteerism and voluntary action he said that two areas need to 
be tackled at school level 

He referred to the curriculum that there were two statements which he said he 
would like to examine in the context of volunteerism. First, the child is the 
constructor of knowledge. This one sentence is such which can change the 
shape of school education only if implemented. Drop out rates will come down 
Teachers have to volunteer themselves and understand the implications of this 
sentence. 

Secondly, the teacher is the effective curriculum developer in a way that 
volunteerism will come to its full bloom. Teachers should be professionally 
prepared and competent to do that. He said that if the ideas do not get 
implemented in schools, volunteerism cannot flourish. Students he said should 
serve their people in village, interact with families about generating values The 
human sensitivity is declining, and unless there is a Seva-Bhavana, this world will 
not be worth living. 

He concluded by remarking that the whole thing should be examined from 
pragmatic point of view. Volunteerism should be seen in its relation to the formal 
system of, education, in its relation to the values, in its relation to national 
concerns, in its relation to our social concerns, learning to live together and our 
understanding pluralities as Ingredients of national unity and Integration. To 
make Volunteerism flourish the relevant ideas need to be brought in the formal 
education. 

Vote of thanks 

Dr. G C. Upadhay expressed sincere thanks on behalf of the Department of 
Elementary Education to the Director, Prof Rajput for providing his valuable 
guidance to the programme and also fo-i talking on principles of Volunteerism as 
well as quoting many examples on spmt of Volunteerism. He thanked Shn Lai 
Advam for his presence, Prof. G.L Arora, and faculty members. He also thanked 
Head of the department for his continuous guidance and support 



Open Dsscussion 

A small session was devoted to get a feedback from the participants A 
discussion was initiated on the theme of the Seminar and al • 
requirements so on ,ts nee ds and 

Vofunteensm is a very lively thing but still there is lot of franc 

“ S ; the,r ac “°" s ** the NGO's do and whale; y p'T As' "7 '° “* 
by ,e Director tha, isok Hkkouk is greater than , sod Hkkouk fr ,h "* 
imbibed by NGO’s they can work better Prof G L Amr t l a ^ * 

of the Seminar and said that this Semm.r ' about the 1heme 

~ I, is no, neces™: e :~- S "JT ^ P ^ 

an institution can create somp vni ■ en a regular employee of 

Many teachers have been mitiatin ^ ^ add,ti ° n to his ofncial work, 

without forming any voluntary orgall™ V6,y ^ Pr ° ieCtS ‘° ' le ' P 016 sociB * 

£ ~r;r. r,r" r? »•—™ ’■ 

lives of children. The participants also felt thlt t7" ^ W ° nderS ' mpr0Vin9 ,lle 
<0 he fixed on NGO as people are suspicious towl!" 

subsequently. P ntat '° n PaPSrS by ,he P art 'oipants was taken up 




ER- III 


EDUCATION OF THE 
ANDICAPPED AND VOLUNTARY 

EFFORTS 





EDUCATION OF THE HANDICAPPED AND VOLUNTARY 
EFFORTS 


Date - 28 th January, 2002 
Chairperson: Prof. R.K. Dikshit 
Co-Chairperson : Prof. G.L. Arora 

f 

Dr R B.L. Soni welcomed Prof. Dikshit and Prof. Arora and requested them to 
chair the session. In his opening remarks Prof. Dikshit said that he is not a 
specialist in the area of special education, however, there is an urgent need for 
all-round efforts to promote education of children, with special needs to achieve 
Universal Elementary Education. 

Volunteerism in Special Education 


Shri Lai Advani 

Shri Lai Advani is a well known special educationist who worked in different 
capacities as Advisor to education of the handicapped and as a Director of 
National Institute for visually Handicapped, Dehradun He emphasized the role of 
volunteerism in education of the handicapped in his paper 


Education particularly at the elementary stage is the very foundation of 
empowerment. Although the country is now making elementary education, a 
fundamental right of every child, children with disability have been denied this 
right for many centuries. Half a century after independence, not more than 5% of 
children with disability have access to elementary education. 

Chapter- V of the Persons With Disabilities act says that every child with a 
disability shall have access to education until he attains the age of 18 years. But 
soVaf there has been no serious endeavor to meet this obligation even in a 
phased manner. It is well known that each disability brings with it different 
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should be taught in the most appropriate environment for a given child. Several 
factors will need to be taken into consideration, which may include 

1. Nature of disability. 

2. Age of the Child 

3. Social Economic Background 

4. Equipment available in the area 

5. Available books in the area. 

6. Availability of trained teachers. 

7. Availability of models suggested by PWD Act. 

He also informed that Rehabilitation Council of India, New Delhi is planning to 
launch a scheme to give 15 days orientation to retired people in rural areas so 
that they undertake this task. 

Most of the work of children with special needs is in the hands of voluntary 
organizations. Voluntary sector plays a pioneer role in the development of 
special education. Prof. Dixit also welcomed the suggestions that might help in 
developing volunteer spirit. 

After his presentation a group discussion followed. Some participants inquired 
about training in teacher sensitization, Bridge Courses etc. , 

The Co-chair person Prof. G.L. Arora suggested that there are teacher- 
orientation programmes in special education. Every teacher must be aware of 
importance of this area of specialization but she cannot handle all the problems 
of these children. So, she can take help of people working in this area. 

After the presentation by Shri Lai Advani, Dr. S.K. Gupta started his presentation 
by emphasizing the need and scope of voluntary organization particularly for 
handicapped children. He mentioned about the motivating factors for the 
formation of voluntary organizations and volunteerism as service to humanity, 
chanty and mutual adjustment. 




Role of Volunteers in Education of the Handicapped 

Dr. S. K, Gupta 

Dr. S. K, Gupta is working as a Reader in Education in Regional Institute of 
Education, Bhopal. Dr. Gupta has defined volunteerism and classified voluntary 
services into two parts: 

For members only, and for communrty. He, then, listed out the functions that 
NGOs can perform 

Volunteerism is a caring instinct traceable in all forms of human civilization Its 
collectively organized form may lead to the emergence of voluntary 
organizations, They are found involved in a variety of human activities, with 
service as a motto. These individuals / organizations supplement and 
complement government efforts directed toward social welfare. Education of 
masses is today a pre-requisite for the effective operation of democracy as well 
as a means to top their potential, their economic betterment and cultural 
advancement. 

Non-profit organizations can be categorized into two parts: 

1) Member Serving 

2) People Serving 

\ 

\ 

\ 

The second group non-profit organizations exist exclusively to serve the needs of 
a broader public. Included here are a variety of funding intermediaries such as 
charitable grant making foundations, religious congregations, and wide range of 
educational, scientific, charitable and related service organizations providing 
every thing from nursing home care to environmental advocacy. 

There are three major areas where NGOs can play an important role' 

In the increasing specialization in identification, diagnosis, assessment and 
treatment activities for handicapped children 

In pioneering of services including schools to meet the special needs of the 
handicapped 

NGOs can bring pressure on national and state governments in two ways, first by 
seeking to ensure that authorities are fulfilling their existing responsibilities for 
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NGOs can bring pressure on national and state governments in two ways, first by 
seeking to ensure that authorities are fulfilling their existing responsibilities for 
those with disabilities, and by identifying the need for new forms of provision and 
mobilizing public opinion. 

In India, most of the NGOs are situated in urban areas, and, hence, very little 
work has been done for the rural population, Therefore, there is an urgent need 
to mobilize the resources towards rural areas 

He concluded his paper by saying that (1) voluntary institutions should not run for 

Commercial purpose and (2) political interferences should be completely 
eliminated. 

Volunteers Promoting Education Of Disabled With Specific 
Reference To National Association For The Blind 


' — • 


The paper focuses on the experiences gained by National Association for the 

Blmd (NAB) to promote voluntary services In line with its objective to provide 
quality education to visually impaired children, 

i 

Volunteers have been playing an important role in the progress of National 
Association for the Rimri 

i ■ e is an urgent need to further promote the 

n a„ supper, with a view to make i, a propelhng lorce in line with NAB 
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Volunteers play a very important role in carrying our message to other 
organisations and in its networking Other organisations like Youth Reach and 
volunteers have introduced supports like Empress Club to NAB, which have been 
very instrumental in building strengths of NAB, This kind of networking has 
empowered NAB to enhance its rate of growth to quite an extent. Presence of a 
volunteer In classes has a very positive Impact on individual attention to the child 
as well as direct sensitisation of the volunteer. Through volunteers, NAB has 
been able to change mindset of different persons in the society. When 
volunteers are convinced about the abilities of blind persons, they spread this 
message in their social circle They understand that little guidance and 
cooperation can play a vital role in ensuring fulfilling life for people with disability 
This kind of word of mouth promotion helps a lot to reach wider audience and 
sensitise them. 

Volunteers are able to discover themselves anew after their involvement with 
NAB since their latent potentials have found opportunities to come on the 
surface. Similarly, a number of professional skills which are needed for the 
students, if are possessed by the volunteers have been acquired as voluntary 
support which otherwise would be very expensive. Professionals like doctors visit 
NAB to provide necessary clinical advise, financial experts advise in financial 
managemept, technicians^ provide their skills to maintain equipment, 
administrators provide necessary procedural guidance Artists have also come lo 
extend their services to teach vocal music or playing instruments or dramatics or 
painting and physical educators provide physical training to NAB children NAB 
generates voluntary support through its employees, donors, other organizations, 
visitors, schools, colleges, corporate world and neighbourhood. The employees 
of NAB Interact with people wherever they go and request for voluntary services. 
Rotary Club, various ladies clubs, trusts and donor group members visit NAB for 
donations and become voluntary service providers too. Other organizations like 
Youth Reach and Empress Club are aware of NAB needs for voluntary services, 
They play a very important role in guiding volunteers to NAB 



Volunteers are encouraged to provide feedback with respect to their 
assignments, environment, and cooperation from staff, cooperation from children 
and over ail improvement of the system. This information helps NAB to 
encourage its team to do better. Follow ups with volunteers help NAB to 
understand the role volunteers can play to build the organisation and understand 
what makes them happy. 

♦ 

Feeling of being wanted or the sense of belongingness among humans is of 
paramount importance. This is achieved in NAB through involvement of 
volunteers with the motivating staff. By taking meals together, planning together, 
inviting for functions, participating in workshops, the volunteers become an 
integral part of the system. They tend to identify themselves with the 
organisation, They are given due importance during functions and are thanked 
for their good work. They are also invited to give prizes to students. Their work 
is appreciated in NAB newsletter. Volunteers in NAB are involved in: 

« Recording of talking books 

* Extending support in reading, writing, editing, communication skills, 
presentation skills, music, painting, home science, language skills, daily 
living skills to students 

® Acting as scribe in the examination of students 

« Repairing of equipments and maintenance of equipments 

* Seeking Voluntary support from schools in developing teaching material, 
tactile diagrams, going for picnic, teaching English songs, collecting funds 

® Training of volunteers by the senior volunteers by sharing their 
experiences 

* Co-ordinating voluntary services by volunteers 

® Volunteers are involved in Organising meia, organising picnics, games, 
annual functions, outside trips, escorting, visit to artillery units, museums, 
competitive activities and preparing for competitive examinations 



Professional volunteers in fields of medicine, computers, engineering, marketing, 
education provide , their expertise They encourage parents to become 
volunteers. Volunteers encourage students to take up sports and provide them 
necessary coaching . They play vita! role in organising training workshops and 
conferences, Volunteers with experience act as parent counselors. Volunteers 
make technology disabled friendly. They make advocacy groups for the rights of 
disabled persons. They p(ay positive role in developing self esteem of disabled 
persons. Volunteers develop pamphlets, photographs, posters, and paintings to 
promote positive image of disabled children. They bring their children to 
integrale them with disabled children at a very young age 

Volunloensm can be promoted through recognition, belongingness, wantedness, 
appieciation, netwoiking and through involvement. Efforts are constantly made to 
recognise the good work and highlight it. The organisations playing vital role in 
promoting voluntary services are informed about the developments in NAB. 

'File presentation of papers was followed by a general discussion where it was 
pointed out that special schools are not available everywhere. Therefore, there 
is a need for promoting inclusive education in regular schools It was also 
agreed these children are not disabled but differently abled. There must be 
programmes and opportunities to develop skills in volunteers so that they could 
help these children and participate in enrollment drive to achieve Universal 
Education. Dr. R.B.L. Soni also gave reference of 93 rd Amendment in the 
Constitution making elementary education as a Fundemantal right of every child. 

Shri Advani said that there was no reference to special need children in the Act. 
To this Dr Soni replied that all children means special needs children also. Prof 
Arora, chairperson, said that there is all ready a Provision in the constitution for 
free and compulsoiy education of all children, through it was under Directive 
Principles. Through this amendment this right has become a Fundamental right 
and all children including children with disabilities have to be given education. In 
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan also, this aspect has been emphasized. No child is to be 
ignored. They must come into a larger ambit of education. 







NATIONAL INTEGRATION AND VOLUNTARY EFFORTS 


28 lh January, 2002 
Chairperson - Prof. Daljit Gupta 

Prof Daljit Gupta presently consultant in Department of Elementary Education 
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chaired the session on National Integration introduced the speakers to the 
participants. 


In hei Opening remarks she emphasized the need for national integration and 
harmony in the country. Giving the example of community singing programme 
she said that this programme had been popular all over the country and she 
received number of requests from State Governments to help in conducting such 
programmes. The impact of this programme on students, teachers and 
administrators was positive. This programme taught various values such as 
living together, sharing and caring, tolerance and unity, which are essential for 
national integration and harmony. 

She invited the participants to present their papers on National Integration. 


National Integration and Harmony 

1% 


Shri Ram pa I Singh 


Shri Rampa! Singh, president of All India Federation of Primary Teachers, New 
Delhi, submitted a paper which stresses the need for National Integration and 
I larmony One of the prominent features of Indian civilisation is unity in 
diversity, The concept of national integration is integrally linked to the 
emergence of a Nation. It implies the development of a tendency where a man 
rises above his narrow selfish interests and thinks about the nation, unity, 
sovereignity and development 



community, language, religion and region. Amongst the latter come those 
challenges which come from foreign powers. 

The concept of society which Gandhiji had thought of was based on Indian 
philosophy. It was not divided on communal lines. It was a society of all 
communities in which an individual was centrifugal force. That is why he kept on 
trying to bridge the gap ^nd bring solidarity between Hindus and Muslims even 
after Independence. 

It should be understood in clear terms that we exist as long as nation exists. Our 
existence depends on nation and a teacher is facilitator of providing new shape 
to our country. It is only possible when we come out from our greed, communal 
feelings and self conceited interests. A teacher being a human could be a 
Moslem or a^indu. But once he enters into the class room he is a teacher only. 
He should try to teach his students about integrity and prosperity of our nation 
and inspire nationalistic feelings among the students. 

Communal Harmony & National Integration 

Shri K. Janardhart Rao 

Shri K.Janardhan Rao is closely associated with All India Federation of Primary 
Teacher and has submitted a paper for National Seminar on Volunteensm. The 
paper discusses the role of volunteers in National Integration and Communal 
Harmony. 

National integration and Communal Harmony in the national context pose 
questions - such as: 

I 

° Are we not having communal harmony in the country? 

* Aie we not integrated as a nation even after 55 years of independence? 


> The answer to above two questions is obviously yes. The question arises as to 
why are we laying so much importance to these questions. 



during the aggression of Pakistan and China, the country as a nation proved its 
unity and integrity. The reason is simple During such occasions, the county as 
a whole was to fight against the common enemy. On such occasions we 
undermine our petty differences and narrow interests in favour of wider/larger 
interests of the country. 

Communalism is the legacy of the colonial rule in India, which resulted into the 
formation of two nations. It did not end up there, but led to the mutual suspicion 
in the minds of both the communities Even after independence, the situation 
has not improved and suspicion and doubts have been converted into hatred and 
aminosity. 

Divide and rule is the game of politics and politicians and it is in this context that 
the country Is facing the problems like Assam, Kashmir, and so on. Now instead 
of dividing the entire country into two main groups like Hindu and Muslim, it has 
been further segregated into backward and forward classes, different religious 
groups, caste, creed, sex etc. The problem is gradually taking a serious turn 
leading to enormous inequality, disparity and disintegration in the society 


No serious effort is being made to fight these divisive, communal and 
sucessionist forces, in view of unstable political situation, incorrect vision and 
lack of proper leadership. All action in the government and by the decision 
makers are not in the national interest but these are governed by certain vested 
interest at various levels. The political ideologies change, suiting to the vested 
interest, on the same issues at different times. Thus we are unable to fight 
regional and communal forces 

Here the ray of hope lies on the contingent of educational forces as against 
offence and police forces. Education, having a secular character, would be able 
to sensitize people towards developing a secular attitude and nation character 
In this context the role of teachers' organisation would be of great importance. 

The teachers are considered as builders of the nation but in their efforts to 
mould the character of students and youths, the parents/guardians and all the 
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members of society have to join hands. Today we have passed on the burdens 
h) I he teachers for the education and development of individual and society, and 
uj fno political leaders to develop and maintain social, economic, reiigious and 
political unity and integrity of the nation. We, as citizens of India, cannot just 
evade our duties and responsibilities towards the nation and its development. In 
ever/ day iife, we are more concerned with our rights - right to education, right to 
freedom, right to employrpent and so on but we have not given due weightage to 
our duties and lesponsibilities towards the nation. The more we talk of various 
rights, the more we are confronted with narrow individualistic and group interest 
as against the interest ol the nation. 

National Integration and Communal Harmony could be promoted through: 
Development of undoitsiunUlny abouc our rloh cultural horltaci©, 

o National struggle for freedom. 

® Development of national consciousness and reconstruction of society, 

« Development of Secular Outlook. 

* Development of National Character, 

« Development of undeistanding of an appreciation for the cultures of 
differonl ethnic groups in India and the common bonds that hold them 
together. 

« Development of Culture and Education. 

0 Development of democratic values, social justice and national integration. 

* Development of Art and Culture. 

° Development of human values, universal values to eliminate 
obscurantism, religious fanaticism, violence superstition, fatalistic altitude 
etc, 

° Development of economy to check economic disparity, regional 
imbalances and discrimination. 

0 Development of co-operation, disarmament and peace. 

® inter State, inter-religion marriages be encouraged and society to be 
convinced. 

r ~ ver y school in India should arrange serial wise or situational talks on 
t-ieedom struggle and sacrifices of the generation of freedom fighfra r s at 
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morning prayers or in different competitions viz. essay writing, elocution 
competition, debates, cultural programmes etc. 

• Kavi Sammelan and Mushairas on the theme of communal harmony and 
national integration be arranged at block levels or district levels and stale 
level and if needed at village level also 

® Different co-curricular and extra curricular activities should directly or 
indirectly train the children to appreciate and practice positive values in 
and out of school and children should be made the agents of school or 
ambassadors of education system to society for positive values including 
volunteerism. 

® The schools, working as "community centers" should try to bring a change 
in the community to appreciate and practice the positive values and 
encourage the children to practice volunteerism. 

Secular values, one of the pillars of the reconstruction of India, requires wide 
publicity and explanation as well as practice by one and all in schools & 
Community. For this Inter-school, Inter-college, Interstate, Intrastate projects 
may be taken up and camps held. These projects camps and other activities 
should lead to Nationalism, Secularism Co-operation, Communal Harmony and 
National Integration as well as International understanding. This will help in 
achieving unity in diversity. 


\ 








REMOVAL OF SOCIAL EVILS AND VOLUNTARY EFFORTS 


28 th January, 2002 
Chairperson - Prof. R.D. Shukla 
Co-Chairperson - Prof. Kiran Devendra 

Prof. Kiran Devendra, Co-Chairperson for the session expressed that 

\ 

volunteerism is very close to her heart. She acquainted the participants with the 

♦ 

laws passed to remove social evils that were responsible for lowering the status 
of women. Referring to the history she said that 'sati' tradition was a stigma to 
our society and Raja Ram Mohan Roy tried to convince that 'sati' tradition was a 
social evil. She also discussed other social reforms like Widow remarriage Act 
and Child Marriage restraint Act popularly known as Sarda Act, 1929 which fixed 
minimum age for marriage of boys and girls. She also referred to declining 
gender ratio and said that efforts must be made to prevent infanticide. She also 
stressed the need for having appropriate laws to deal with such crimes. She then 
requested the speakers to present their papers on removal of social evils. 

Voluntarism, Education and Social Evils 

Prof. G.L. ARORA 

Prof. G. L. Arora, Retired Professor of NCERT and an eminent scholar, highlights 
various social evils like dowry, corruption etc. and suggests different methods to 
overcome these problems. 

Voluntarism can be defined as an act of a person undertaken and executed 
by him in response to the voice of his conscience and out of the conviction that 
the act is meant for the welfare of the society and he is under obligation to 
undertake the act. The person undertaking some task on his own without any 
sort of compulsion or external pressures is often designated as a volunteer in 
the context of the task in hand. A large number of individuals in different parts of 
the world comeTorward every day to volunteer their services in the noble cause 
of peace, social harmony, mitigation^f hardships and sufferings of the humanity 



and eradication of conflicts, tensions, violence, etc. The service of mankind, 
mandated by all religions, is considered a sacred duty of every human being. 

In education voluntarism implies activities devised and executed by the teachers 
or students on their own and not under the instructions of authorities or as part of 
the formal prescribed curriculum. The inspiration for undertaking the activities 
comes from within and emanates from the sense of obligation towards society 
and fellow human beings 

However, the present day Indian society is facing many problems, which are 
continuously weakening its social fabric and creating hurdles in its march towards 
progress and development. In the present paper an attempt has been made to 
discuss the evil of corruption and the probable voluntary action for its 
eradication. The other social evils like communalism and castes intolerance, 
violence and terrorism, gender based discrimination, and poor work culture in 
offices and other establishments may be selected by the schools for voluntary 
action. 

Corruption as a social evil is threatening the social norms and damaging society 
as a whole. It can take several forms in different situations. For example, 
gratification can be offered in kind or in the form of some kind of services to 
extract such favours or benefits as are not admissible under law. However, its 
scope can be broadened by including in it all kinds of dishonest practices, which 
may indirectly mean loss to the exchequer or the taxpayer or may deprive him of 
the services to which he is entitled. In this sense, an official using official 
machines, vehicles equipment, stationery or other facilities for personal work 
shall be indulging in corrupt practices. Likewise, the use of official time for 
personal work shall also be deemed as a corrupt practice. 

Many practices prevalent in educational institutions can safely be put under the 
category of corrupt practices. Teachers and students making donations to the 
school under compulsion, charging additional fees from students for^oaching 



during the school time, or payment of money etc. to authorities of the education 
department are some such examples 

To facilitate identification of problem for voluntary action by the students or 
teachers or both, the generation of proper supportive and conducive environment 
in the school is necessary. The idea for the proposed action may be the 
brainchild of the Principal or of a teacher or a student To begin with he may 
discuss the idea with a group of like-minded teachers or students The willing 
members of the group may join their heads together to work out the details of the 
proposed action. The planed action plan then may be discussed in a wider group 
to enlist participants for the proposed action group 

In the case of 'Corruption; to begin with, talks or lectures by knowledgeable 
persons may be organized on the following topics' 
i Corruption-meaning and scope 
li Corruption in the bureaucracy 

iii Corruption in the police force. 

iv Corruption in the political establishment 

v Corruption in the health sector 

vi Corruption in the education sector 

vii 'Corruption in the local bodies 

viii Corruption and national development. 

Alternatively, small groups may be formed to investigate prevalence of 
corruption in different sectors, The talks or investigative reports shall pave way 
for the identification of one or two areas of direct relevance to the group for 
further investigation and subsequently for the selection of voluntary action In the 

case of corruption, the volunteer teachers or students may take the following 
actions: 

1 Social boycott of persons found indulging in corrupt practices. 

2. Public demonstrations against the corrupt persons, 

3 Bringing the corrupt practices to the notice of the concerned authorities. 




4. Making adverse publicity regarding (he corrupt persons 
5 Persuading the persons suspected of corrupt practices to mend their ways 
6. Educating the persons who have to deal with the corrupt persons 

The strategy outlined above in the context of 'Corruption;' may be replicated in 
the case of other social evils like communalism, castism, dowry related 
victimization, violence, discrimination on the basis of sex or caste, 
untouchability and segregation, However, observance of code of professional 
ethics for teachers and violation of children's rights in the school provide ample 
scope for voluntary action in educational institutions 

Recognizing the importance of the Code of professional ethics for teachers, the 
National Policy on Education-1986 recommended that a code of professional 
ethics shall be developed and professional organizations of teachers shall see to 
Its observance. It is widely recognized that like all other professions, code of 
professional ethics for teachers is a necessity for earning the status and 
respect of a 'profession' for teaching The Code of Professional Ethics for School 
Teachers developed by the NCERT and teacher organizations was published by 
the Council in 1997. The responsibility for the enforcement or observance of the 
various articles of the code has been entrusted to the representatives of 
teachers, The code enumerates professional obligations of teachers in relation to 
students, parents, society, profession, professional organizations, nation and the 
administration. The code states that the teacher shall not discriminate between 
students on the basis of caste, religion or sex, The students and teachers may 
plan some sort of voluntary action against the teacher who is found 
discriminating against students belonging to scheduled castes, other castes or 
other religions. All the steps suggested above in the context of 'Corruption' can 
be taken in this case also It is also a matter of common knowledge that the 
children's rights as enunciated in the UN convention on the Rights of the child 
(1989) are often violated in many educational institutions The convention states 
that the schools should frame only such rules for the maintenance of discipline as 
do not violate the basic human dignity of pupils The convention also gives to 
children the right of protection against any kind of discrimination, or exploitation 



and forbids unlawful attacks on their reputation or on their parents or families. It 
is often observed that these rights are sometimes violated in many institutions. 
The disciplinary measures initiated against the teachers under the service rules 
may deepen the prejudices but voluntary action by a group of teachers or 
students may bring about metamorphosis in their attitudes and behaviour. In 
sum, the campaign for the eradication of social evils may be launched by the 
social reformers, religious personalities or political leaders and the same may be 
supported by legislation but the real battle to win the minds of people shall have 
to be fought in educational institutions through the voluntary action of students 
arid teachers. 


Education for removal of social evils 


Dr. Alka Srivastava 


Dr. Alka Srivastava is presently working as a Researcher in Department of Research, 
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Indian Social Institute, New Delhi. Dr Srivastava presented a realistic picture of 
prevalent social evils in our society and stress the role of education in combating these 
evils. Developing right kind of attitude in students could help to create awareness 
among the students to combat social evils. 

The ethical principle of yesteryear such as truth, humility, temperance in speech and 
conduct, refined behavior, non-violence, tolerance, thirst for knowledge, spirit of charity, 
spirituality etc... are losing their grounds and the pre-eminent position. There is a lack of 
introspection, which makes the need of the hour to revitalize the entire system. The list 
of social evils is too long to be quoted. It ranges from untouchability to witch craft, from 
child labour to human sacrifice {ball) and touches many other aspects of human life. 
Numbers of social evils have their base in the gender paradigm as female 
discrimination, female feticide and infanticide, child marriage, sati pratha, dowry related 
problems, eve teasing and incest, molestation, devadasi pratha, and human trafficking, 
etc. Social evils have manifold effects and it is the genesis point of all sorts of wrongs in 
the society and even the crimes. The most affected ones are the dalits, tribals, 
minorities and women who are already the marginalized and oppressed sections of the 
society. With the advent of modern civilization (when a human being turns out to be 




more self centric), there appears to be erosion in the moral values. With a view tel 
surmount thfc irreparable loss, education could serve as a catalyst in bringing ths| 
equilibrium. 

Since education is a tool for inculcation of moral, social and spiritual values it has also 
to be ensured that it is accessible to all those who have been deprived of the fruits ol 
development and are the .worst sufferers in the name of social evils. Right to education 
is a universally accepted right. Getting education for all from the age of six onwards is 
now a fundamental right. The Indian Constitution exhorts the State to make all efforts to 
make education available to all its citizens on a compulsory basis up to the age of 14, 
and to create facilities to make education at other levels accessible also to “weakei 
section of Indian society”. 

In the present phase we find the utmost dearth of good values and this creates negative 
impact on society and in turn brings pain, sorrow and darkness for all. The problem with 

i 

social evils is that they are so well imbibed in our day-to-day life that no one considers 
them as wrong or worth getting rid off. This trend is dangerous and one has to see ways 
and means to combat it. 

The formal institutions of governance, often bypass many unfortunate people who suffei 
from multiple deprivations and pains starting from physical to psychological, and otter 
economic. A weak judicial system fails to uphold their rights. The role of the state frorr 
being a protector sometimes takes the form of perpetrator of inhuman practices. Then 
is a public private dichotomy in the realm of relationships, legality and crime. The stati 
will not for example, enter the private realm of family, and therefore most of the crime! 
committed within its ambit (specifically in the cases ol girl/women’s life) due to the socia 
evils go unnoticed and thus uncontrolled. While laws make up one part of tin 
ammunition to fight against social evils, the other part is made up of civil society 
Without appropriate attitudes and timely changes in the social mindsets, the goal c 
“just” and "noble” world will remain distant and elusive. 

The curricula needs to be designed in a way that it gives a real picture of the sociel 
and helps the students in understanding and analyzing the situation with the rig! 
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perspective. Instead of readymade solutions to be conveyed as impositions, they should 
be coming from the students, who are able to do it once they get involved in the grass 
root realities and find themselves as part of it. The root causes of the social evils, the 
human rights concept, the complex matrix of the ground level realities has to be brought 
to the students. Once they are able to see the world by their own eyes, view the as per 
realities by their own understanding, they will definitely be able to decide what is more 
humane, more justified eyid more reasonable. This has definitely to be brought to them 
as per their age and their classes. 

Education here does not only mean education at the primary level. The basic issues 
related to the root causes of the social evils need to be addressed. If this is done at 
each and every stage it attacks the mental block and leads to a regular thought 
generating process. The education also has not to be only through books rather it 
should include experiences from the grass roots through various means and modes. A 
distant /superficial approach is not going to help and deeper involvement may help In in- 
depth analysis and search of feasible alternatives. News items describing different 
types of social evils cannot be considered as someone else’s problems; they need to be 
taken seriously to mitigate social evils. 

In recent years, there has been greater recognition of the importance of volunteerism. 
This is due tosocial consciousness and sense of social responsibilities to do something 
to mitigate the sufferings of the people. Voluntary action, based on the spirit of 
volunteerism forms an integral part of human civilization. The history of voluntary action 
is linked to the history of social welfare and social reforms in India. In modem times, 
increasing complexities of life brought out by the process of industrialization and 
urbanization calls for organizing services on a regular and continuous basis. Voluntary 
organizations as well as individuals voluntarily may take up the relevant issues and go 
for social analysis with different sectors of the society. The schools and colleges can be 
made part of such discussions and even the students can work as volunteers to 
become a more integral part of the process of change. 

Though each one of us (of any age, any sex) has a responsibility to fight against 
prevalent social evils, our future hopes for good and healthy society still lies in the 
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children. Not only the teachers in school, but the parents at home should also play the!, 
role .n implanting good values in the.r children, so that they get, inculcated as “way cl 
living”. Wherra child grows with understanding, they develop the sense of responsibility 
and they, as citizens, will develop as ‘source 1 of noble practices and good deeds 

The continued existence of the society depends upon the transmission of culture 
to the young. Culture here refers to the practices, that are helpful to remove the 
existing social evils. Each one of us should bloom to the maximum potential and 
play a positive role to the benefit of the society. 

During the discussion a question was raised whether education really sharpens 
morality. If values go along with education, there will be no criminals. Prof. Kiran 
Devendra maintained that parents should give good values to children by doing 
good things themselves. The children pick up good values by imitating their 
elders. It has to be designed with realistic experiences, , 

Prof R.D. Shukla concluded the session on social evils. He highlighted the role 
of education in the removal of social evils. There is a need for relook into our 
educational system. Teachers and students in schools cannot pick up a direct 
fight against many social evils. They can definitely initiate and execute some 
voluntary action in respect of evils which are prevalent in their own areas. They 
would develop a type of attitude and develop a habit of fighting against social 
evils by participating in voluntary actions in the schools. Voluntary action in 
schools is a preparatory work for preparing the individuals to launch bigger 
battles in their adult life. 



VALUES AND VOLUN 








education for promoting values and voluntary 
efforts 


29 th January, 2002 
Chairperson - Prof. R.P. Dhokalia 
Co-Chairperson-Prof. D.K. BhattacharJee 

Prof, R.P. Dhokalicj, retired Dean of faculty of Law, Banaras Hindu University, 
has contributed significantly towards education for values. 

In the context of Volunteerism he said we should transmit values to the young 
generation. Human beings have inherited certain values irrespective of their faith 
in different religions. Values are the foundation of quality of life. Civilisation 
depends on values He stressed that elementary school teachers have a 
tremendous responsibility than university teachers in inculcating values in pupils 
because values lead to a happy and cherished life. He then requested the 
speakers to present their papers. 


Education for Values 


i 

ADECOM NETWORK 


ADECOM strongly feels that values in society could be strengthened through 
education. It raised question, whether education today is developing thinking 
and creativity as values? Existing school system stresses memorizing facts, 
which obstructs independent thinking and creativity. Mother tongue helps in 
thinking and creativity, but introduction of English in the beginning of schooling 
obstructs this process. English is being given an important place in education in 
view of globalization, but this obstructs creativity if it is introduced right from the 
beginning of schooling, There are a number of issues relating to education that 
need attention of teachers and parents. Parents should pay attention to 
education of their children. Teacher should impart education to ^hildren with a 
motive of providing them skills that help children to obtain employment in future 
and inculcate values. However, problems like poverty resulting in child labour 



increases the possibility of dropout A!! these problems need to be 
collectively and various teaching techniques need to be used m cl 
teaching to create interest in children for learning ° 0m 


There Is a growing tendency of indiscipline and violence in children 

youngsters. Violence couid be of different types such as hurting animals 7 

teasing misbehaviour etc There is greater role f 0 , education an(J 

prevent violence and indiscipline among children and younasfnrs a, 

; 'y^iers. At the same 

time education should play an important role in developing values l.ke respect In 
other religions, communal harmony, acceptance of diverse cultures etc Bes,d ' 
developing respect for other religions, there is also e need for removal of 111 
evils such as castism. No religion Ml. us to disonminate people on the basis 
caste and creed. Volunteers and voiunta^ organisations have a responsibility 
promote education and values in the community 

Education for Values In New Millennium- What, Why and How? 


Dr, Shayam Sunder Kushwaha is working as a Research 

Education, Dayal Bagh Educational | nsliMe - ln Faculty 01 

presentation Dr.Kushwaha discussed values in fh ^ ^ ^ 

suggested some strategies for developing values 6 m " tennium and 


Value education has the capacity to transform a very vounn f „ ■ 

healthy, natural and attentive mind. This , Y V 9 ' rSSh ' lnnocenl . 

role In man and In life. The dismal picture of ,Ulfillment of lh o evolutionary 

social living within them and outside make rt hi 6 U ° al ' Cnal inslMu,ions of 

education and employ i, for buiiding up an edfe 72 1° redB " ne r °' B 

standards. Education does merely mean lm ■ ® S ' values and ™ral 

preparing the child for employment. However i""" 9 ' 0X,b ° Ok ' knowlo(J S° °< 

moral and spiritual foundation of our educatir^^ 01 ' hSSe 9 ° a ' S may be lhe 

destiny of India As Swami Vivakanand said • b SyS ' em ° an m0Uld lh ® fu,ure 

building education. The affective ■ 6 man -making and nation- 

anectjve objectives nr w 

education concerning 




development of feelings, values and attitudes have, in recent times, suffered 
serious neglect in our educational institutions. When one talks of Value 
education' he wishes to draw attention to this deplorable neglect of the more 
important qualitative dimension of education, the development of the social, 
moral, aesthetic and spiritual aspects of human personality. Education, persued 
lightly should lighten a person's awareness of oneself and one’s relationship with 
the outside world of natuip and other human beings. Value education in this light 
becomes an aspect of the overall qualitative transformation of education as 
existing education has grossly undermined Us central concern of the full 
development of a person's consciousness. Disregard shown to basic values like 
honesty and tolerance, for example, in personal and public life has become a 
mailer of grave concern. Crime, violence, cruelty, greed and apathy to human 
suffering have spread to nil aspects of our life- political, economic and social 
Puisuit of material wealth and selfish ends at any cost has become the be-all and 
end-all of life. The values of idealism, altruism, selflessness and service to lellow 
human beings are vanishing from our life. Sensitivity to beauty in art, literature, 
craft, nature and life in general and to moral and spiritual achievement is 
noticeably on the decline in our lives. Looking at the current situation from a 
different angle, the goals of peace, secularism, social justice and democracy to 
which human kind has declared its ideological commitment have come under 
severe strain. 
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Prejudices and complexes transmitted through the social environment and the 
accident of birth are hindering the promotion of equality. Our physi 
environment rivers, mountains, forests, plant and animal life is gelling 
increasingly polluted, and depleted of its resources. What we need under the 
present circumstances is a drastic change in our very outlook in life 

rho f °i'°wing strategies could be used to developed values in our day to y 
Direct value education. 

' * Incidental approach to value inculcation. 

Routine co-curricular activities approach. 

Indirect-curricular approach. 



® Indirect co-cuiricular approach. 

* Personal example. 

Values for Primary School Teachers 

Dr. Kokilaben P. Parekh 


Dr. Kokilaben Paiekh is teaching in Shikshan Mahavidyalaya, Gujarat Vidyapith, 
Ahmedabad. The values that Gandhi advocated find an important place in her 
paper. Considering the fact that there has been erosion of values in all spheres 
of life, she stressed the need for inculcating values in children, particularly in 
primary schools. Despite the fad that teachers are over-burdened, it is their 
pious responsibility to pay attention to make children good human beings. 

The most valuable things that we can teach children are to be human, to be 
civilized, have high ideals in life, and create in them a desire to make the world a 
better place to live in. This we may do by preserving, bringing out and cultivating 
whatever is good in the child Mahatma Gandhi defined education as drawing 
out the best that is in the child We may also inculcate in him the right attitudes, 
the right ways of thinking, and the right kind of behavior so that he/she becomes 
a better human being. In one's personal conduct, punctuality, honesty, sincerity, 
good work habits, which were once considered the hallmarks of an educated 
person, are nowhere seen today Not that education alone is responsible for all 
the ills in the society there are so many forces at work. Let us accept the fact 
that something needs to be done and done without loss of time. 

It is true that the condition in which we are working is not ideal In an ideal 
situation what a child learns in school, is reinforced in the family and in the 
society The conditions that prevail today, this task is difficult and the teacher 
has to work against many odds. After all, only by changing individuals, one can 
expect to change the society. Therefore, while taking care that (through formal 
and informal contacts) there is as much harmony as possible between the school 
and the family, the teachers will have to get into action, Let us not forget that 



even though the teacher does not hold the same position in the society which he 
held only a few decades ago, even if he does not command the same respect 
which he did in the past, he is still held in esteem as the one who leads from the 
darkness of ignorance to the light of learning and knowledge. Young children 
respect their teachers more than they respect their parents. They have full faith 
in their teachers. For them the teacher’s word is final, his conduct beyond 
reproach. The place of a primary school teacher, so far as his/her influence on 
young children is concerned, is thus still enviable. 

Let us see what we mean by teaching right conduct and inculcating proper 
values We do not want to teach them as a separate school subject. Taught as 
a separate discipline like history, geography or science it can hardly have an 
impact on the lives of the students. What we want is to put them on the road to a 
better way of thinking, feeling, doing, behaving, if this is the goal, every 
opportunity in and outside the classroom will have to be seened by the teacher 
for indirect, rather than direct teaching of good conduct and behaviour. 

Let’s now consider in brief what values we could aim to teach our young pupils 
and how we could do it. At the primary stage perhaps we shall have to 
concentrate on personal values which will eventually lead to social values at a 
later stage. Some of the basic things a primary school teacher should aim to 
teach are cleanliness, good work habits, punctuality, good manners, polite 
behaviour, sense of responsibility, social and environmental awareness, initiative 
and self-reliance. 

Social sensitivity and environmental awareness are the greatest need of the 
hour. A sense of duty, fellow-feeling, sympathy for the suffering and 
downtrodden etc. could be cultivated by various activities ranging from helping 
one’s own classmates and sharing things with them to helping the poor in the 
neighbourhood, working for them or at social service camps. These activities 
could form an integral part of the school programme for the students of the upper 
primary classes. For these older boys and girls activities like scouts and girt 
guides would be of great value. Care should be taken that helping the needy 



should not become an economic burden for the parents. People can be helped 
by way of service. If money is needed, it could be raised from the students own 
saving or through some kind of work. Social awareness, love for others and 
sympathetic attitude for the suffering (which would hopefully take the form of 
yearning for social justice later on) can be inculcated through anecdotes from the 
lives of great persons and their biographies. 

Inculcating Values Through Voluntary Actions 

Dr. R. B. L. Soni 

Dr. R. B. L. Soni, Reader in the Department of Elementary Education, NCERT, 
New Delhi has analyzed the causes of erosion of values and has recommended 
steps to inculcate values in society. Growing tendency of violence and social 
evils are threatening the social fabric and there is a need for voluntary effort on 
all fronts to overcome this problem. Religious, social and other organizations can 
play a vital role in the process of inculcating values in society. 

Values are the principles that lay a solid foundation for a civilized and caring 
society. A society is said to be a cultured one if it follows a set of norms that are 
for the welfare of its individual members; on the contrary, a society, which caies 
least for its members and where the principle of might is right is predominant, 
cannot be said to be a cultured society. In such a society, human dignity finds 
low priority and the society becomes less caring for its individual members who 
need attention and care because of the conditions that are beyond their control. 
If a society is to be made for all , values must become an integral and 
inseparable part of each individual. The role of values in making our lives happy 
and prosperous is significant. 

The term “value" has different connotations depending on the context in which it 
is used. Value may mean principles, ideals, standards, morals, ethics, and 
worth. It is something that has its own intrinsic worth and one ought to cherish it 
for its own sake. There is a need to motivate people to understand the need and 
importance of values in our society, appreciate the values that our society 
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cherished, and accept the fact that there has been erosion of values in our 
society. There is also a need to realize the importance of inculcating values in 
children, recognize the role of education in bringing about the change in society, 
and resolve to inculcate values in society. 

A significant change in our values has taken place in the last fifty years, and 
there has been a shift in the way we think and act. There is more emphasis now 
on satisfying individual interests than the collective ones, which, sometimes, 
result in clashes between individual interests and social interests. As far as 
human values and moral values are concerned, the change has affected them 
adversely. Family bonds and social bonds have weakened and people have 
become more egoistic. The relationships are determined by usefulness of a 
person or persons for a particular purpose, i.e., practical benefits that people can 
derive from each other, and individual interests determine the worth of a person. 
This adverse change has influenced the whole system of society and life is 
becoming more miserable now than ever before. Different types of crimes such 
as violence, economic and moral, are on the increase due to erosion of values in 
our society. If urgent steps are not taken to control the situation, there will be 
chaos and unrest in society hampering the development of society as well as of 
individuals 

The Report of Parliamentary Standing Committee (January 1999) rightly points 
out that there has been continuous erosion of values in our society, which is 
reflected in our day-to-day life. National Curriculum Framework for School 
Education (2000) also voices senous concern over erosion of values in our 
society and stresses the need for inculcating values in children to bring about 
desirable change in society. It is obligatory on all of us that we must pay serious 
attention to inculcate values not only in children, but also in adults, because 
adults have to decide what kind of society they would like to make and what kind 
of values they would like to inculcate in children. 

Family is the first school where good habits and values\re nurtured in a child. 
The foundation laid in the formative years of a child play a significant role in 



determining the personality of a child and making him/her a good citizen. It is the 
family where a child learns different values, such as love, sharing, living together, 
tolerance, respecting elders, obedience, discipline, faithfulness, sincerity, 
honesty, kindness, etc. Therefore, parents must ensure that right values are 
developed in children. Parents must also volunteer themselves to initiating such 
efforts that could contribute to the process of inculcating values in society. The 
parents/guardians may do the following to inculcate values in children: 

® Love the child to inculcate the feeling of love 

• Promote the feeling of love through toys 

• Ask the child to share things with others 

• Promote the value of living together through plays 

• Teach the value of respecting elders 

® Develop the feeling of kindness in a child through actions 

• Tell stories that promote different values in children 

• Promote tolerance through plays 

• Develop the habits of discipline and obedience 

• Promote honesty, sincerity and faithfulness through actions 

• Create congenial environment at home for promotion of values 

The following steps ought to be taken to inculcate and strengthen values in 
students: 


• Develop discipline in students 

• Teach students the importance of unity among people 

• Deliver a talk during the assembly on common fundamentals of all 
religions 

• Deliver a talk on a selected value during the assembly 

• Deliver a talk during the assembly on exemplary personalities, such as 
Mahatma Gandhi, Bhagat Singh, Subhash Chandra Bose, Abdul 
Hanfyj.'etc 

• Each student may be encouraged to speak on a selected value 



» Values, such as compassion, helping the needy, mercy, forgiveness, 
tolerance, love, sharing, patriotism, responsibility, telling the truth, 
regularity and punctuality, dedication to one's commitments, 
faithfulness, cleanliness, etc. may be inculcated in students through 
different activities 

• Students must be encouraged to tell what good work did they do 
outside the school and such work must reflect values that are intended 
to be developed in students 

Volunteers can play a crucial role in the process of inculcating values in society 
and in removal of social evils, Most of the social evils can be eradicated if 
volunteers take the responsibility of inculcating values among the masses and 
create awareness against social evils. The following strategies could play an 
important role in promoting values: 

Voluntary Actions from Religious Institutions 

These institutions can mandate their volunteers to work for inculcating values in 
society as the motivation of religious force inspires an individual from within 
Religious deliberations must give due emphasis on development of various 
values so that more and more people could be motivated to volunteer 
themselves to work to inculcate values in society. 

Voluntary Actions from Social and Charitable Organizations 
These organizations may organize camps to motivate and train their volunteers 
to undertake the task of explaining and practicing values in life and inspire 
individuals to internalize values in their everyday lives. Similar actions could be 
initiated at local levels both in urban and rural areas and efforts made in this 
direction will definitely accelerate the process of inculcating values in society. 

Voluntary actions from Students 

Students can also work as volunteers for removal of social evils through 
awareness programmes and through literacy campaigns. 
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Voluntary Actions from Elderly Persons 

Elderly persons have a greater responsibility to ensure that values are adhered 
to and cherished for the progress and prosperity of all individuals. Their 
contribution as volunteers could benefit society, particularly children immensely, 
and their experiences and wisdom could lead the younger generation to be 
responsible members of society. Involvement of elderly persons in social 
activities and honouring them from time to time in social functions will strengthen 
the value of respect to elders. 

Voluntary Actions from Panchayats 

Village panchayats can motivate villagers to volunteer themselves for carrying 
out different activities for inculcating values in the community. The teachers in 
Balwadis and schools could be instructed by the Village Education Committee to 
develop values in children by exemplifying values in actions. Similarly, youths 
and other interested persons of the village may also be motivated to carry out 
voluntary work to inculcate values in society. 

After presentation of papers on values, some participants suggested that a paper 
on value education should be included in the curriculum of B.Ed. courses. 
Others suggested that there should be an orientation programme in value 
education for newly recruited teachers. One participant felt that a teacher should 
incorporate values in their teaching sessions, where appropriate. He gave 
examples of science teaching where the values of environmental protection, 
population control etc could be taught. Dr. Kokila Parekh replied that true spirit of 
service combined with practice is more important than formal teaching of values. 
Giving the example of Gujarat Vidyapith, she said that teachers and staff 
personify values in their everyday life. You would not find any piece of paper in 
the campus. Whenever someone goes there, children would greet him/her by 
saying namaste. When there was flood in Ahmedabad and the whole city 
needed cleaning drive, the staff of Gujarat Vidyapith including registrar, teachers 
and students cleaned up the city. Similarly, when there was an earthquake in 
Bhuj, the staff and students of Vidyapith went there and rendered their services 
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to the affected people. Shram dan and dignity of labour is taught to the students 
from school age in accordance with the Philosophy of Mahatama Gandhi. 

One participant asked Dr. Soni if there is any proof that there has been erosion of 
values. He felt that there have been improvements in our value system. To this 
Dr. Soni replied that besides common observations in society and experiences of 
elders, the Parliamentary Standing Committee also expressed serious concern 
over the erosion of values. Dr. G.L. Arora said that in certain respects there has 
been improvements in our values viz. remarriage of widows. However, there is 
erosion of values in other areas. In his concluding remarks Prof. Dhakolia 
chairperson of the session, said that there is a need for integration of spiritual 
values with material values. Perpetrating heinous crimes by individuals has 
raised doubts whetuer man is better worse than an animal. Perhaps, it would 
be an insult to animals as the crimes perpetrated by human beings are worse 
than animals could do. 




CHAPTER- VII 

EDUCATION FOR PROTECTION 
OF ENVIRONMENT AND 
VOLUNTARY EFFORTS 
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education for protection of environment and 

VOLUNTARY EFFORTS 


29 th January, 2002 

Chairperson- Dr. T.N. Dhar 
Co- Chairperson- Shri Ram Pal Singh 

The Chairperson invited the speakers to present their papers. 

Radioactive Pollution and Protection 

Dr. H.C. Jain 

Of, H.C. Jain is a professor of science in Regional Institute of Education, Ajmer. 

Dr. Jain's paper discusses the causes of radioactive pollutions and suggests how 
radioactive pollutions could be prevented to safeguard our environment. 

Radioactive pollution is a cause of concern all over the world. Paper provides a 
comprehensive and factual overview of nuclear reactors, radioactive wastes and 
nuclear weapons. Piling up of nuclear weapons and installing of nuclear reactors 
have led a common man to think of being subjected to the danger of getting 
exposed to radioactive pollution due to nuclear radiations As a result, the 
sources from which the nuclear radiations can emanate, have been drawing 
probably the greatest attention all over the world. These nuclear radiations 
mysterious as unlike light and heat radiations they can neither be seen nor felt. 
Like noise pollution these can also not be heard. Yet their effects are so 
dangerous that not only the persons who are exposed to them are affected but 
their progenies as are also under the threat of being affected. 

What makes them so dangerous is due to a number of reasons viz risk of major 
accidents, disposal of radioactive wastes and the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons. To protect the nuclear reactors from outsid^ conditions which 
damage them leading to spread of radiations in the environment numb 
measures are taken e.g., choosing an appropriate site for nuclear installation, 
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ri „, aninQ and maintaining the equipment needed to detect and 
suitable such as flre fighting equipment, fitting lighting conductors. 

™ H detectors and seismic detectors etc. framing laws such as not allowing 
aircrafts to fly at low heights near nuclear reactor .nslr.llnl.nns and proper security 

arrangements. 

But another major problem pertaining to polt.rt.cn of «nv, moment comes from 
disposal of radioactive wastes tom industries, hospitals, research laboratories 
and power plants. Methods used for their disposal am dependent upon two 
principles viz dispersal and confinement Dispersal involves releasing radio 
nuclides in a controlled way in the environment so that there are no detnmenlal 
impact on human beings and nature The confinement technique implies 
regregation of radio nuclides from human envir nmnnt for duration of the lime 
depending upon nuclear composition and charact mulrc of the waste. Dispersal 
and confinement techniques have been in practice for the disposal of low level 
and intermediate level wastes in several countries in the form of sea duping and 
repositories. 

The third major concern for protecting the er.vr nnumt frnv nuclear pollution is 
the proliferation of nuclear weapons While testing of «i nuclear oomb of low field 
in the atmosphere may lead to deposition of radioactive nuclides in the 
troposphere for several weeks and n some cases -ven for a few months, in case 
of high field weapon, the nuclides enter the stratosphere and remain there for 
years. All such nuclides may further disintegrate m the atmosphere and get 
globally scattered. Use of fossil fuels in thermal power plants and industrial 
boilers results in emission of oxides of carbon, sulphur and nitrogen into the 
environment. These oxides dissolve in rain water droplets resulting in acid rain 
which is highly detrimental to the plants, vegetation and aquatic life. If the 
presently operating nuclear power plants are replaced by those plants which 
make use of coal, there would be an approximate increase of 9% carbon dioxide 
annually i.e., an extra 1800 million tones globally 
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Greenhouse gas emission from the nuclear chain are mainly due to the use of 
fossil fuels in the extraction, processing and enrichment of uranium besides for 
production of steel and cement for the construction of reactors. 

Thus, while there is a definite advantage of using the nuclear power in view of 
less greenhouse gas emission, there is a need to identify the upper limit of 
radiation which can be considered safe. Inter National commission on 
Radiological protection has recommended that any exposure above the natural 
background radiation should be kept as low as reasonably achievable (Known as 
ALARA Criterion) but below the individual dose limits, 

Voluntary agencies can impart knowledge of eight point INES (International 
Nuclear Event Scale) like that of R : chter Scale to the public regarding nuclear 
events so as to avoid panic, psychological fear and concern in case of nuclear 
accident or incident. It can also join hands with international agencies/societies, 
which are working in the area of radiological pollution and control as the problem 
is not confined to any one country but is a global one. Measures taken can help 
others through exchange of valuable information. 

Environmental Protection Through Volunteerism 

Prof. M. Sen Gupta 

Prof. M. Sen Gupta is the Head of Humanities, Science & Education Division, 
PSS Central Institute of Vocational Education (PSSCIVE) Bhopal. He is an 
eminent scholar and he has written a number of articles in leading journals of 
education. In his paper, he has discussed environmental issues and has 
recommended voluntary efforts in protecting our environment The role of all 
persons including students, teachers, community persons and politicians in 
protecting the environment is crucial. 


Ancient Indian culture is based on nature. Protection of the earth, the soil, the 


trees, the air and the universe \as ensured by their being declared as sacred 
elements to be; worshipped. In the context of developing countries, it has 
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become imperative to usher in a process of development, which a es into 
account envelopment, socio-cultural development and political development 
for ensuring a holistic and balanced life. In India, the genes.s of almost all 
environmental problems can be traced to the dual problem of population growth 
and poverty. In recent years recurring natural calamities like floods, land slides, 
droughts have attracted the attention of all. Environmental concerns no longer 
are confined to the domain of the law enforcing agencies and few arrogant and 
elitist activists but have to become the continuing concerns of the people at large. 
Enlightened public opinion and active involvement of people encompassing the 
common mass at the bottom and the leaders at the top as well as policy makers, 
the executives, the administrators, the teachers, the students, the professionals, 
the artisans, the businessmen - one and all - is necessary for protecting and 
improving the local environment. All over the globe, it is being realized that 
central agencies through centralized intervention by bureaucratic procedures aie 
simply not able to carry out the task of environmental protection because of their 
inherent limitations. In a democratic polity, the citizens owe a constitutional duty 
to protect and improve the natural environment. In the global context, also a shift 
in favour of decentralized, site specific and community-based interventions 
particularly through voluntary efforts is clearly visible. Many examples from India, 
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Maldives, and Mangolia, U.S.A. etc. can be cited in this 
context. However, the need is to consolidate the sporadic voluntary efforts and 


also systematically encourage volunteerism through local volunteers, self help 
groups, shramdaan , Non Government Organisations, Village Panchayats, Gram 
Sabha and the like. In other words elite and arrogant pseudo environmentalists 
who sometime work on behalf of pressure groups need to be replaced by 
spontaneous voluntary action by local communities who are the worst sufferers. 
This would require developing awareness, providing education, training, and 
media support in a big way. 
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Emerging Challenges In Value Added Environmental Education 

Dr, L.K. Dadhich 

Dr. L K. Dadhich, is a well known authority on education for protection of 
environment and he has highlighted different problems of environmental 
degradation. He has also suggested how volunteers can provide their services 
to protect environment. 

The high level of development of modem science and technology, the constantly 
increasing impact of human economic activity on the environment and the danger 
of its deterioration have made the problem of ensuring an acceptable quality of 
life for man more acute than ever before. Solving the eternal problem of the 
relations between nature and man and comprehending this problem have 
become a vital concern of all the people on our planet. This global problem 
obviously cannot be dealt with properly within the confines of individual regions 
and States; it is a crucial issue of worldwide significance. 

In these times, when the entire planet has become the setting for human activity, 
the global and many sided character of the problem of controlling quality of the 
environment makes it essential that concerted action be taken by States, 
scientists and specialists. 

It has thus become clear that efforts are needed to identify and solve a vast 
array of apparently distinct but in fact indissociable problems, such as the 
deterioration and depletion of natural resources and pollution. The rational use 
and constant improvement of the environmental potential for the good of mankind 
requires an all-embracing and dynamic view of these many aspects of the 
problem, together with equally varied and judiciously coordinated measures to 
deal with them. 

It is understandable, in these circumstances, that such environmental questions, 
where iron's future is at stake, should have often given rise to controversy; but, 
the fundamental idea is that protection of the environment is a many-sided task 
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which cannot be carried out without taking account of those socio-economic 
factors which have usually been the very cause of the problems 

There is a need for international policy for protection of environment. T 0 
recognize the interdependence of human societies is to accept the fact that any 
rational policy for the environment calls for the organization of a new system of 
relationships between nations, not only as regards the exploitation of resources 
which belong to all, such as the oceans and the atmosphere, but also in 
economic, scientific and technological exchanges it is obvious tnat any serious 
harm done to the environment in one region or country may. sooner or later, 
have repercussions on the whole biosphere, and that an approach to 
development which benefits some at the expense of others The gradual 
introduction of a new international order, to which UNESCO wishes to contribute 
to the fullest of its ability, implies that the problems of the environment, like those 
of development, must be approached in a spirit of solidarity 

cl 

If they wish to preserve and conserve their environment, the nations of the world 
must become aware of their moral and material responsibilities This will involve 
awareness of the essential role of education, in the broadest sense of the world, 
which can provide the knowledge and inculcate the values which will enable 
them to understand the problems involved and to recognize the vital importance 
of what is at stake, and, above all, it will stimulate the will to take action, i.e. to 
acquire the necessary knowledge and skills. But if education is thus to become 
the dnving force behind the efforts to safeguard the environment, it must be 
reoriented in the light of this new awareness and base its approach, its content 
and its methods on genuine ethos of the environment at national and world level. 

If environmental education is to achieve its objectives, it is not enough for it to be 
an adjunct to the normal curriculum. Environmental concerns must be seen as an 
ever-present dimension and function of education in the broadest sense of the 
term, whether formal or non-formal, in all its forms and all levels. One might go 
even further and say that environmental education should be considered a key 
component in policies for education and development. Although the difficulties 



are not by any means negligible, this is an undertaking, which deserves whole¬ 
hearted support. The objectives of education, which relate to understanding of 
the environment and the solution of its problems, have yet to be explicitly 
formulated. There is also a need to identify more clearly the contribution made by 
the different disciplines to the definition and content of environmental education 
There is a need to devise, for the sake of teachers and pupils, methodologies for 
teaching and learning of environmental education using an interdisciplinary 
approach. To ensure that the education provided may not remain theoretical, 
lacking any real impact on behaviour, we must seek to oryanize the educational 
process in such a way as to involve individuals in the practical task of protecting 
and improving the environment as value added environmental education. 

The concern for the environment is bound to become more and more acute, 
when individuals and communities are aware of the perils that certain man's 
actions constitute for the fundamental balances of the biosphere. We cannot 
conceal or underestimate the seriousness and the complexity of problems such 
as the incessant increase in all types of pollution, the wastage and often 
irreparable destruction of natural resources or the deterioration of living and 
working environments. The existence is a challenge of the civic spint, to the 
sense of responsibility and the will be act of all men and Women ahd, more 
especially, political leaders, scientists, planners, technicians and educationist. 

Human being are a part of a vast web of interconnected species and systems 
that fit together in intricate ways, enabling the whole system to continue. There 
are limits as to how much our population can grow, and how much we can alter 
our surrounding environment, without causing changes that will reverberate 
throughout that web and jeopardize our own future. People should utilize the 
resources of the earth in such a way that they can be transmitted to generations 
yet to be born as a heritage, which is not only preserved but also enriched. This 
sense of responsibility to future generations is a vital part of the awareness of 
environmental problems and largely it remains to be created. 
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There is a wide consensus on the grav.ty of the situat.on for humanity as a whole 
and on the need for urgent action. This has been reflected. for example in the 
subject of recent international conferences. However, there is not yet a clear or 
rational perception of the issues at stake among the greater number of those 
concerned - the human race in its entirety. There is open resistance to initiatives 
for remedying the present situation, sometimes from the groups of people most 

directly affected. 

Environmental problems are not jus. those of the detnmental or inational use of 
natural resources and pollution. They include problems of under development, 
such as inadequate housing and shelter, bad sanitary conditions, malnutrition, 
defective management and production practices and, more generally, problems 
which stem from poverty. They also include questions of protecting cultural and 

historical heritages 

The role of education in the face of environmental problems and opportunities is 
therefore a crucial one. Environmental education should be integrated into the 
whole system of formal education at all levels to provide the necessary 
knowledge, understanding, values and skills needed by the general public and 
many occupational groups, for their participation in devising solutions to 
environmental questions. Non-formal education also has an extremely important 
role to play. The full utilization of mass media for truly educational purposes 
would also help create widespread awareness and understanding. 

The ultimate aim of environmental education is to enable people to understand 
the complexities of the environment and the need for nations to adapt their 
activities and pursue their development in ways, which are harmonious with the 
environment. In this way, it adds a new dimension to the efforts being made 
everywhere to improve living conditions. Environmental education must also help 
create an awareness of the economic, political and ecological interdependence 
of the modern world to enhance spirit of responsibility and solidarity among 
nations. This is a prerequisite for resolving serious environmental problems at the 
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global level, as for example those relating to oceans or the contamination of the 
atmosphere. 

Environmental education must adopt a holistic perspective, which examines the 
ecological, social, cultural, and other aspects of particular problems. It is 
therefore inherently interdisciplinary. However, the problems it addresses should 
be those familiar to the learner in their own home, community and nation and it 
should help the learners acquire knowledge, values and skills necessary to help 
in solving these problems. This means that environmental education involves 
learning from the environment as well as about the environment, and in many 
situations, this would require changes to be made in some well-established 
approaches to teaching, especially in formal education. With the adoption of this 
problem-oriented and action-oriented approach, environmental education thereby 
becomes both lifelong and forward-looking. By its interdisciplinary nature, as well 
as by bringing education nearer to the environment and to life, environmental 
education can play a considerable role in the renovation of educational systems. 

The presentation was followed by a general discussion and some very pertinent 
issues were discussed such as role of NGO's, ro'e of Community, accountability 
Tactors, plantation of trees, etc. The teacher too has an important role to play in 
protection of environment. Open schools should start writing material for creating 
awareness among the people. Questions relating to radioactive pollutions were 
asked and they were well replied by the paper presenter. 
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role of students and volunteers in universal 
education and population education 


29 th January, 2002 
Chairperson- Shri Amod k. Kanth 
Co-Chairperson-Prof. Utpai Maliik 

Shri Amod k. Kanth, Joint Commissioner of Police,{ South Delhi) and Prof. Ulpal 
Maliik chaired the session. 

Voluntary Sector and Universal Education 

Shii Amod k. Kanth circulated his paper on voluntary sector and universal 
education which was about the activities of Prayas, Institute of Juvenile Justice. 
The unique feature of ‘P/nyuc’ is that this NGO is run by Delhi police 'Prayas'he 
said, especially works for the street children. 

He is keenly interested in universal education of children who for some reason 
cannot attend formal education system. He emphasizes the need to 
acknowledge the role of NGOs and tire voluntary organizations and develop 
meaningful linkages between the government and the civil society. Considering 
the mammoth task in hand, i.e., over 100 million children to be placed under 
educational programmes, alternative modes of education have been strongly 
recoin tj ended. Mr. Kanth also mentioned that India needs to develop appropriate 
human resources and supplement this through promoting voluntary efforts, 
including the democratic participation to achieve our much talked about 
commitment to children’s education within the given timeframe. 

Education is considered the single most important factor that ushers in 
development and social justice. It enables meaningful participation of people in 
the mainstream of national life. The much-talked universal primary education is 
fundamental to the development of children below eighteen years of age into 
various educational programmes, an impossible task without the equal 



participation of the government and tho civil society at all levels. Following five 
decades of efforts to fulfill the constitutional commitment to education to each 
child below fourteen years of age, the government has now come to realize that 
it can never creato the lequisita infrastructure and national ethos except through 
a movement, now being mentioned as "education for all" or “Sana Shiksha 

Abhiyan " 


Although, there is a major emphasis today on the formal system of education or 
putting every child in the school, which would generally mean the government 

run schools; there is now a growing demand for the voluntary participation, 
wuiiw recognizing the need for the concerted planning and notion by ihb 

government, the respective rules of the other stake holders and the crucial 
responsibility of the voluntary sector is to be understood and appreciated. 


Needless to mention that the voluntary efforts, albeit, in a more organized and 
institutionalized manner having the sanction and support of the government and 
the larger society, holds the key to the basic transformation of a country. It is 
needless to further mention that Education For All or the Universal Education will 
decidedly remain a far cry with about 100 million children being out of school 
system, unless the entire effort is given the shape of a nationwide movement 
Out of nearly 380 million children who are found below 18 years of age in Census 
2001, at least 1 /3 rd are said to be directly out of school system. Of the remaining 
2/3 rd children, at least half of them dropout on account of either the similar socio¬ 
economic conditions that hold the children out of school, or for the reason that 
the formal school system in majority of villages, towns and even in bigger cities 
like Delhi, are not able to create the possibilities of occupations or 
enfrepreneurships leading to decent placement in life. As a result, there appears 


to be a major divide in the society in the name of education and, ultimately, a 
miniscule of the population, a very small segment, receives a meaningful 
education. One basic reason for this gap between what is needed and what is 


available in the name of service delivery appears to be the lack of participation by 
the civil society and the absence of options from the informed choices. It is only 


with the support and participation of the voluntary sector that the national policies 




can be correctly formulated and appelate i^astruclure, curricula and systems 
can be created to deliver the requ S’te seances to the masses. 

Recognizing the importance of the pnmary education sector, the Central 
Government has been wording with State Governments on the Principle of 
shared responsibility for achieving the goats of UEE This becomes more 
important in the context of our long-standing commitment to make 'elementary 
education' a fundamental right 

Mobilizing additional resources to reach the 6% mark of the GDP for education 
is a goal towards which the country will continue to strive. Besides adequate 
resources, the major challenge for the basic education sector is to design a 
system of education that is relevant and integrated with the economic needs of 
the people. Keeping this in view, the approach during the years to come needs to 
specifically deal with the question of equity svith focus on the educational noeds 
of the following special categories: 

♦ Working children 

♦ Street children / urban disadvantaged children 

♦ Women and girls 

♦ Children with disabilities 

» 

♦ Educationally backward pockets in different states 

In the common parlance, volunteerism and NGOs are talked about as being two 
facets of simitar kind of activities - the first being in the nature of a spirit and the 
second being organizational. Volunteerism is considered a doctrine in which the 
free will of an individual to act is a dominant factor. A volunteer is a person who 
offers his services spontaneously without any extra incentives. A voluntary 
organization may be considered a conglomeration of volunteers joining hands 
With shared values of common concern for specific goals. The raison deter of a 
voluntary organisation is based on the principle interests of a group constituting 
the organization. \ . 



Prayas NFE Model 

Pravas NFE system is directed towards twc priority groups, namely, out of school 
children and the school dropouts in the age group of 6 to 14 years and the other 
categories of neglected, disadvantaged and working children in the age group of 
15 to 18 years. These age groups are constantly merging in vanous programmes 
and activities having a powerful component of life and occupational skills. The 
NFE model has its own functional curricula, teaching-learning material, 
community and governmental resource mobilizations besides constant up 
gradation of techniques through researches, workshops etc. The model caters to 
multiple entry and exit points for the children where, because of socio-economic 
compulsions, they are not able to remain constantly in the formal educational 
system. The programmes and activities are thus tailor-made to suit to their 
unusual and changing requirements. 

in order to encourage partnership between the government and NGOs, 
government must move beyond mere rhetoric of participation and develop 
collaborative approaches to draw upon local communities' strengths. For this, 
NGOs need to be included between the non-forma! education system and the 
government structures, so that the approaches developed at a community level 
can.be scaled up and their benefits be multiplied. There are good reasons for 
education policy makers to encourage such participative approaches as these 
can help to: 

❖ Identify local factors causing low enrolments, high drop out rates and gender 
gaps 

<s> improve the relevance and quality of education, thereby increasing demand 

« Overcome problems faced by the government in recruiting and training 
teachers 

4 - Pioneoi new strategies, which can be adapted at the district, regional and 
national ic-vel 



NGO programmes, particularly those incorporating the holistic approach for 
education for the deprived sections of the community developed by organizations 
like Prayas, have achieved high levels of success through a bottom-up approach 
in which, through intensive participatory work, literacy-training methods are 
adapted to the specific needs of local communities. In primary education, micro- 
level initiatives, such as the BRAC programme in Bangladesh, have often been 
far more effective than government action in increasing the enrolment and 
performance of girls. 

However, the crucial point is that, in India, only the governments have the 
capacity to generate improvements in education on the scale required. However, 
the community-level initiatives and integrating into national and regional planning 
can enhance the capacity largely. In the given situation, the States should remain 

i 

the lead agency for achieving universal primary education. What states and non¬ 
government organizations can do together is to develop partnerships geared 
towards increasing participation at all levels to make the Education for All a 
reality. 

Building such partnerships is not an easy process unless it is recognized that 
each of the actors involved has strengths and weaknesses. Governments may 
lack local understanding, but local communities are not homogeneous - and their 
decision-making bodies often don't prioritize the needs of the poor. Simply 
transferring authority from central to local and community-level structures in the 
absence of a coherent national strategy is not a solution. Added to the difficulties 
created by NGOs' and states having entirely different institutional ethos and 
political perspectives, are those associated with the social, ethnic, cultural, and 
geographic distance between various actors. 

For all these problems, collaboration in achieving shared-goals can help to 
overcome mutual suspicions. Although many of the benefits of participation are 
difficult to measure, some are more tangible. For example, local participation can 
make it possible to hire more teachers - especially female teachers - through 
local recruitment. Community involvement in school management makes it 
possible to develop schedules, which take into account the reality of seasonal 


63 



labour demands. Qualitative improvements in the relevance of curricula, the 
standard of teaching, and the development of teaching materials can aiso be 
generated through collaboration, and there is often a demonstrable impact in 
terms of enrolment, attendance, completion, and gender equity. 

As a broad policy country needs to promote the roie of NGOs / Voluntary 
Organizations at all levels in the social sector with a view to achieving 
participatory development and unburdening the administration. This approach 
can be followed with the involvement of NGOs in the education development 
programmes also. It has been recognised that the voluntary sector has 
tremendous creative potential to contribute in innovating and implementing 
educational programmes. While continuing with existing programmes of NGO 
involvement, efforts must be made to identify competent NGOs and enable them 
to assured a larger role by functioning alongside government agencies in a 
significant manner. 

I 

I 

Role of Volunteers in Universal Education 

Dr, D.P. Sharma 

Dr. D.P. Sharma is a Director of Institute of Research rad Action Planning, 
Anand Vihar, Delhi. In his paper Dr. Sharma has emphasized the need for 
Universal Education. 

Article 45 under the Directive Principles of State Policy as enunciated in the 
Constitution of India reads as 'The State shall endeavor to provide, within a 
period of ten years from the commencement of this constitution, for free and 
compulsory education for all children until they complete the age of fourteen 
years." The Ninth Five Year Plan also envisaged the Universalisation of 
Elementary Education (UEE) to mean Universal access, Universal retention and 
Universal achievement. Although remarkable progress has been made in this 
regard, the undesirable gaps still persist between the targets and achievements. 
Now, schools are accessible to children without any difficulty. For primary 
education, 94 percent of the country's rural population has schooling facilities 
within one kilometer; while 84 percent of the population avail the facilities for 



upper primary education within three kilometers in rural areas. Education sector, 
4.2 crore children out of 20 crore children in the age group of 6-14 years, do not 
attend school. The other serious issues such as high dropout rate, low levels of 
learning achievement, and low participation of girls, tribal and other 
disadvantaged groups still persist. The Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) is an effort 
to recognize the need for improving the performance of the school system. 
Following are the objectives of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 

i) All children in schools, Education Guarantee Scheme, Alternative 
Schools, Back to School camps by 2003. 

ii) All children complete five years of primary schooling by 2007. 

iii) All children complete eight years of schooling by 2010. 

iv) Focus on elementary education of satisfactory quality with emphasis 
on education for life. 

v) Bridge all gender and social category gaps at primary stage by 2007 

, and at elementary level by 2010. 

The following are the key strategies which will be used for implementing SSA 
programmes: 

1) institutional reforms 

2) Sustainable financing 

3) Community ownership 

4) Institutional capacity building 

5) Improving mainstream educational administration 

6) Community-based monitoring with full transparency 

7) Habitation as a unit of planning 

8) Accountability to community 

9) Focus on special groups, including the education for girls. 

10) Thrust on quality improvement 

11) District Elementary Education Plans. 


> * 
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Students and Volunteerism 


Mrs. Indu Garg 

Mrs. Indu Garg is a lecturer in the Department of Education, University of 
Mumbai, She vividly described the role of students as volunteers. The 
foundation of good habits, which, ultimately helps to develop the feeling of 
volunteerism is laid in early years of the child in family and school. 

Volunteerism is a philosophy encouraging individuals to offer their services free 
of charge for a good cause. Voluntary services are meant for the general well 
being of people. A volunteer is a highly motivated, self-initiated, spontaneous 
individual, willing to spend time and accept responsibility for his efforts and 
services. 

Students have to be mobilized towards "volunteerism". The very ideology of self 
service can be ingrained in the students right from the time they enter into the 
folds of education. The spirit of volunteerism requires the individual to have the 
ability to adapt to change, have courage, commitment, true dedication, free will, 
solidarity. Areas for voluntary action include education, social and civic services, 
health services, religious services, leisure time activities, and community 
celebrations. Besides, learning, one gains confidence, personal growth and 
development and social and interpersonal skills. Volunteerism also makes 
important economic contributions to society. 

There are certain factors, which hinder or block volunteer services, lack of 
strong support for volunteer work being the main reason. Educational 
institutions provide formal education and training through workshops, seminars, 
mentorship, apprenticeship. 

As the world has come closer volunteering too has become a global phenomena. 
The United Nations Volunteers Programme makes contributions in each country. 
UNVs work in humanitarianism aid, peace keeping, disaster mitigation and 
prevention, during natural disasters-earthquakes, hurricanes, floods, in blood 
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banks, and campaigns for social, environmental and economic change. The 
spontaneous demonstration of human solidarity in various situations has been 
compelling enough to declare the year 2001 as (1YV 2001) the International Year 
of Volunteers. 

In recent times volunteerism too is gradually becoming a professional service. 
There exist paid volunteers, since people no longer are inclined to give free 
services, Volunteerism cannot be mandatory because forcing students to 
"volunteer" is not really a public service. Any work, for which payment is made is 
also not volunteer work as this does not help them to develop into the individuals 
who learn the meaning of "service". The very ideology of self-service can be 
ingrained in the students right from the time they enter into the folds of education. 
It is this stage when the concept and idea of voiunteerism and voluntary service 
should be introduced to the young. 

The home is the first agency, which socialises the individual into the norms, 
values, dos and don'ts of the society. Respecting the elders, caring for the 
siblings, parents and older people and doing little chores for others is something 
which children learn at home. Education and training for developing the spirit of 
volunteerism has to begin from the time the child enters the system of education 
i.e. the school. Love, caring, sharing, helping peers, offenng to do little errands 
for teachers, helping in the planning, organizing and executing of various 
activities form the basis of service. 

Active citizenship begins with volunteering at the community level. Volunteering 
can be done in various aspects of life. Following are some of the areas where 
students can volunteer. 

Education 

• Spend a few hours each week in a local school to help the needy and the 
slow learners 

• Inform girls, their parents and educators about the importance of education 

• Get involved in adult education programmes - literacy, computer classes 



. Spend time in the community and teach functional literacy 

« Help in research work as a research associate. 

Social and Civic Services 

• Help the old and the infirm in the neighbourhood by doing errands for them 
shopping, reading newspaper 

• Caring aging parents of friends, relatives and neighbours 

• Community service in the slums 

® Help in maintaining cleanliness at public places and transport, for example 
on roads, lanes, parks, buses, trains etc. 

• Go among the casual labour e.g. construction workers and educate them 
on job safety 

• Educate people on public safety and traffic rules 

• Educate the people about cleanliness in their homes and surroundings 

• Spread knowledge of caring for the environment 

a Help people resolve conflicts and seek justice 

a Help in conflict prevention and management 

® Make people aware of political activities, social events, municipal 
functioning 

• Work in democratic governance-volunteer as electoral workers, explaining 
what an election and voting is 

• Offer services in hospitals, orphanages, homes for the aged. 

• Help people transit from cnsis to development. 

• Help in case of outbreak of fire 

• Provide help and relief in resettlement and rehabilitation of people after 
natural disaster-floods, earthquakes, draughts, cyclones 

• Offer help in repair work of public places, grass cutting 

® Join the NCC 

• Help in peace efforts/peace building 

• Help in the aftermath of war/riots in camps 

• Help in the distribution of food and water to the affected hungry and 
homeless 
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• Visit homes end institutions for the handicapped - blind homes, homes for 
the hearing and speech impaired and offer help in teaching, playing 
administrative work, caring for them, reading to them. 


Health Services 

» Carry out awareness campaign for life threatening diseases - AIDS, 
Diabetes, TB, Heart, Overweight 

• Be student observer during post operative care in hospitals, help in patient 
care 

• Visit elderly and lonely patients 

• Provide health and hygiene tips to the illiterates, slum dwellers and younger 
pupils 

• Help in health camps-taking sample of blood, stool, sputum for lab testing 

• Offer services in blood banks 

Leisure Time Activities 

• Educate peers, colleagues and other members in the community about 
recreational/leisure time activities 

• Teach some craft skill for pursuing hobbies 

• Encourage participation in sports, cultural events 

• Help people to devote free time in maintaining the environment and its 
quality 

• Promote use of free time for volunteerism 

Special Community Events 

• Help in the administrative work in community functions 

• Photocopying, mailing, filing, data entry and typing 

• Organize fund raising events-cultural nights, concerts, puppet shows 

• Organize meals, games, cultural events 

• Organize fund raising events-cuitural nights, concerts, puppet show 

• Organize meals, games. 
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Volunteerism- Need of the Day 


K. G, Rastogi 


Prof. K.G. Rastogi is retired professor of Education of NCERT and he is well 
known for his scholarship in the area of Elementary Education. The paper 
presented by him throws light on various characteristics of volunteers. The term 
"Volunteerism" can be better understood with the help of the words 'volunteer 
and 'voluntary'. 

A volunteer is a self-motivated person. He takes initiative himself in taking up an 
assignment. The assignment is accepted for the benefit of others. He derives 
the strength from the society. He performs the action without any selfish interest. 
A volunteer has his own philosophy, psychology and sociology. Philosophy 
motivates a volunteer to do social service, psychology helps him in preparing 
himself to do service to others and understanding the clientele and sociology 
provides him the vision for identifying and understanding the problems being 
faced by society. 

The philosophy of volunteerism originated out of philanthropy reached the stage 
of fundamental rights through the realization of towards others. At present it is 
observed that all the three approaches of motivation in volunteerism, viz. 
philanthropy, Fundamental duties and Fundamental Right are practiced by 
volunteers and voluntary organization in the country and abroad. 


Psychologically a volunteer is emotional by nature. His heart works more than 
his mind. He feels more for the deprived persons and does not care for the 
difficulties faced by him in accomplishing his task at any cost. He gets the 
maximum satisfactions out of his action to help others. Work is worship for him. 
He gets satisfaction out of the work done by him and does not care for the result. 

Sociologically he adopts the life style of the people for whom he works. 
Mahatma Gandhi is the best example of such a great volunteer who put on his 
body only as much of clothes as he thought are available for a deprived common 



Indian. The spirit of volunteerism is relevant not only to voluntary organizations 
but are essential for all types of organizations, including the official ones. When 
a volunteer performs the task voluntarily, he puts his soul into the body of the 
task performed by him, which gives life to the task. 

On the basis of the points discussed above, volunteerism is a difficult but 
benevolent task which can be defined as below:- 

« The spirit behind the surplus service to needy people. 

® Intensive feeling for the people. 

« Sacrifice on the part of volunteer, and neither a hobby nor an 
entertainment. 

• Self initiative to take up the assignment. 

• Skill of identifying and understanding the problems of needy people. 

• Skill to organize the people and to develop cooperation among them. 

• Skill to make people conscious of their duties and the rights of others. 

Promoting Voluntary Efforts In Population And Development 
Education 

Ramesh Chandra 

Shri Ramesh Chandra is retired Reader of NCERT, and he is working as a 
project officer in NIEPA, New Delhi. His paper highlights the problems of 
increased population in India and discusses linkage between population growth 
and developments. Finally, he suggests steps to sensitize the community. 

Population education is an educational programme which provides for a study of 
population situation in the family, country, nation and the world with the purpose 
of development, in the students, rational and responsible attitudes and behaviour 
towards that situation. Population education is an educational progamme which 
helps learner to understand the inter-relationship of population dynamics and 
other factors of quality of life to make informed decisions with regard to 



population related behaviours with the purpose of improving the quality of life of 
himself. He is family, community, nation and the world. 


The objective of population education should be to enable the students to 
understand that the family size is controllable, that population limitation can 
facilitate the development of a higher quality of life in the nation and that a small 
family size can contribute materially to the quality of living for the individual 
family. 

In India, the first effort to promote population education was initiated by a 
voluntary agency - Family Planning Association of India (FPAI), Bombay. Prior to 
1967, FPAI prepared the ground for population education and submitted a white 
paper to the Government of Maharashtra for developing population education 
programme.' The white paper observed that educational system can be made a 
powerful instrument of national development by providing a basic understanding 
of the dynamics of population growth and how it affects the daily lives of the 
people and the national welfare. The FPAI with its own initiative started wording 
in population education through its many branches all over the country. Later in 
1969, the Govt, of India undertook the work in population education through its 
specialized agencies., 

India officially became the second populous country in the world and is on the 
track to become the first after a few years. India accounts for 21% of the world's 
annual population growth while China with 1.27 billion people contributes 16 
percent. 

The voluntary agencies including NGOs can contribute to a very great extent in 
promoting population and development education programme in the formal and 
non-formal sectors. The steps taken could be: 




To undertake awareness programmes in population education, e.g 
Awareness about declining sex ratio of males and females 



• Organizing activities like drama, debate, poster competition in schools 
and colleges to sensitize community and the masses to the need of 
population control. 

• Develop suitable material for creating awareness in people 

• Providing sex education 

Population Education !n Schools 


Dr. E.M. Rajan 

Dr. E.M. Rajan is the President of Research Academy of Child Education 
Pondicherry. His paper on population education discusses the problems of 
population explosion and recommends population education in schools. 

It is of great concern today to promote the well being of one billion people in a 
democratic country like ours. At the topmost level policy decisions are made to 
arrest the growth of population and maintain at least the existing rate of 
population growth. It is estimated that India will bypass China by the year 2025 
and will emerge as the most populated country of the world. Therefore, it is 
imperative that population education at all levels must be introduced on a 
massive scale and be implemented with all vigor and spirit to realize the set 
targets. It is high time that the content of population education should be 
incorporated in the school curriculum. 

It is the simple difference between the quantity and quality of everything, which is 
also the difference between population and human resources. While the 
population refers to the size of people inhabiting a country, the human resources 
mean the productive part of that population which add their share to the country’s 
economic wealth. The quantity does not matter but the quality determines the 
affluence of a country. When the quality remains low, any increase in the 
quantity would only pauperize the nation and keep it under chronic poverty and 
backwardness. To bring down the quantity of population and to improve its 
quality is the focal target in any nation-building programme and there comes 
the relevance of population education. 



What Does ‘Population Education’ Mean? 


In simple terms Population Education refers to all efforts made by official 
machinery to impart knowledge and information to people related to the 
population of a country. It is an area culled out from the science of 
Demography, the study of people. Population education is a system of study that 
communicates,' informs, analyses the trend and growth, various causes, and 
prescribes remedies available to control its size and so on. It also provides 
scope to promote several methods and approaches of Human Resource 
Development contributing to social and economic we’fare of the nation. 

Population education has become impei ative in all third world countries, 
particularly concentrated in Asia. It is in these countries a size of population has 
grown to unwanted volume, which resulted in there backwardness and poverty, 
unemployment and other social and economic ills. India is one such country 
whose economic resources are eroded by the ever-growing population since the 
turn of this century. The population of the country was around 210 million in the 
opening decade of the twentieth century and it has entered the 21 al century with 
an alarming size of 1000 million mark, according to the census taken in 2001 
India was the first country to introduce ‘family planning’ as early as 1952. The 
approach of this planning has been rather optional, and selective to suit the taste 
of the people to adopt any technique they like. It is branded as 'Cafetena 
Approach’. But to the surprise of many planners the approach did not yield the 
expected results in bringing down the size of population, and growth rate is 
retained around 2 per cent per annum, which will add not less than 200 million 
people every year to the existing 1000 million mark. Mrs. Indira Gandhi rightly 
pointed out that all our economic planning benefits have become writings on the 
coast sand, which was washed away by the big waves of population growth. 
Therefore, any attempt to achieve economic targets will only be partially 
successful with the growing population of the nation. For realising the set 
targets, the size of population must be maintained at the tolerable level and its 
further growth should be arrested. 
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Ultimately, the only efficient and sure method to promote population control is 
branded as ‘Kerela Model' - population control through literacy and education 
Though literacy and education are negatively correlated to the growth of 
population, they cannot be uniformly applied in all the states of the Indian Union. 
Besides, it is the very long-term programme and will take several years in 
educationally backward states. Hence a short term programme of educating the 
people regarding population issues is urgently required. It is in this respect 
population education comes to our rescue. It is the duty of educators and 
planners to design appropriate methods to identify the areas and approaches to 
reach different sections of population to spread the message of population 
education. Population education may be implemented at different levels using 
different techniques. Adult programmes should be separated from school level 
education programmes. The former sections of population can be easily reached 
by the available print and electronic media in the most attractive manner. 
Newspapers, magazines and printed handbills and posters may be used to reach 
the adults. Television and radio are the most powerful media to reach the people 
now. They can be intensively used to spread the information on population 
education. Attempts should be made to reach younger generations who are the 
future creators and producers of population. The message recorded in their mind 
at the earliest possible stage gets registered very firmly and would become 
useful whenever it is required in their lifetime. Children learn everything and 
anything easily in their childhood. Therefore, the message of population control 
would take root and grow with them strongly. Besides, children act as agents of 
change. The information supplied to the children is passed on to parents and 
other elder members in the family which helps in creating an awareness on small 
family norms and bring down the size of population. How to reach children and 
impart population education among them is the question before us. There are 
different modes through which it is realized, it depends on the age, class, grade 
of such children and also the efficiency of such mode. In recent years population 
education has been introduced as a part of the curriculum and included in the 
text books. Charts, illustrations and stories may be used to impart the message 
of population control using several audio visual aids. Participation of students 
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♦ i,ant-c mav also be encouraged by organizing 
thrnuah their creative talents may aisu 

compels. Prizes may be awarded to students who exhibit talents a, the 
school, state and national levels Special onentation programmes may be 
organised for teachers working in schools. Both men and women teacher should 
be trained intensively in this field to reach boys and girls. Popula on education 
programmes should be designed to suit the local environment. Wages, slums^ 
L dwellings and socially backward Custers should be targeted and mapped 
for effective campaign on population education. Volunteers and volun ary 
organizations can definitely play an important role in creating awareness among 
the masses for population education. 

Education and Development Interface - Role of Voluntary 
Organizations Pro/ 




Prof. V. Rangacharlu is working in SCERT Hyderabad and he presented a paper 
which discusses the role of volunteers in education. He also tries to justify that 
there is a relationship between education and development 

Over decades, the effective linkage between education and development 
occupied the priority of national planners and educationists. There exists a 
reciprocal relationship between the two. The dynamic interface and intricate 
relation between development of human society and education is visualized as a 
means to highlight the progress made in translating into action the cherished 
dreams of freedom fighters in many developing countries. Developmental 
economists, social scientists, and educational planners traced the roots of 
development in developing transitional societies 

Education equips the people with social, economic, political and technological 
competencies and transforms ‘men and women’ into productive human capital to 
herald a knowledge-based skillful and productive society. Provision of 
knowledge, skill and techniques enable integrating human beings with precious 
natural resources for development. Conversely, development effects education 
of a developing economy. The interface of education and development has 
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significant implications for productive potentials of physical and human 
resources. Any nation developed or developing should create congenial 
conditions and needed motivation for its people to benefit from educational 
facilities UNESCO and UN Agencies perceived the role of education in an inter¬ 
disciplinary context as one of the many facets of development. Different 
catalysts, constraints and hindrances of different systems may accelerate or 
retard the developmental action. In underdeveloped countries, education was for 
th e few, and large segments of poorer sections of society could not avail the 

benefits of education. 

Critiques on contemporary educational scenario want that educational system 
need to reshape and orient educational services to uplift the masses and help 
them to become productive citizens. It is, therefore, imperative that a close link 
be established between the educational programme and needs. NGOs can take 
up school development activities on the one hand, and etxert pressure on parents 
of never enrolled children on the other to see that they are enrolled and retained 
in schools. There are numerous other programmes and activities that community 
volunteers, youths and students may undertake. Activities like a forestation, so,I 
conservation, health education, support to physically handicapped may be 
carried out. Volunteers can help in the following manners: 


. Participate in collection of data on school-age children 

• Help in enrollment drive by organizing bal melas 

. Ensure continuous attendance of children, particularly of girls 
. Help in maintaining school premises clean and green 

• Help in organizing games and cultural activities 














evolving strategies for promoting volunteerism 


Pan lists- Prof. T.N. Dhar 
Prof. R.P. Dhokalia 
Prof. G.L. Arora 

In the preliminary meeting held to screen the papers for presentation in the 
National Seminar on Volunteerism, it was suggested that some strategies 
through panel discussion may be evolved to prepare a plan of action for 
undertaking voluntary efforts in areas of prionty concern. Accordingly, a panel of 
three renowned experts was formed to deliberate upon strategies to be evolved. 
Dr. R.0.L Soni, welcomed the panelists Prof. R.P. Dhokalia, Prof. T.N. Dhar and 
Prof. G.L. Arora, and requested them to guide the Seminar participants to evolve 
strategies for promoting Volunteerism. 

Prof. T.N. Dhar began by posing questions like 

• What should NCERT do to promote volunteerism? 

® Do we have analytical studies in this area? 

• Are there any identified characteristics of volunteers that motivate to 
perform voluntary actions? 

• Are there any basic principles to promote volunteerism? Can NCERT 
identify these? 

• What are the main areas that need voluntary actions? Are there any 
significant areas of education that need voluntary action? 

• Are there any impediments in our country that prevent voluntary actions? 
Prof Dhar stressed the need to do the following 

• Electronic Networking — NCERT could help in Networking of NGOs and 
provide training and facilities in this area. The NGOs will be able to share 
their experiences through their web sites after they are networked. 

• Attachment programmes- There should be an umbrella fund with the 
NCERT to assist individuals financially to gain experiences through 
attachment programmes in different places. 

• Dissemination- Dissemination of material and experiences of one NGO 
to other NGOs should be promoted through NCERT. 
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. Conduct a study to explore characteristics of a Volunteer. 

® Explore the principles of Volunteerism through studies, 

« Identify principal areas needing voluntary actions. 

• Identify of factors that could promote Volunteerism. 

• Identify of factors that prevent Volunteerism. 

« Ensuring systematic monitoring of Voluntary organizations. 

• Providing funds to conduct studies on Volunteerism. 

Prof. R.P. Dhokalia another panelist suggested following points: 

• Voluntary efforts are primarily individual efforts and such efforts should be 
promoted. 

• When voluntary efforts are institutionalized, generally corruption creeps in. 
Therefore individual voluntary efforts should be promoted. 

• Volunteerism is a missionary zeal. Therefore, it should be inculcated in 
students. Teaching is a mission and NCERT should include a component 
of Volunteerism in teachers training programme so that they train students 
to imbibe the spirit and ideals of Volunteerism. 

® Society is constituted of individuals and emphasis should be laid on 
transformation of an individual. 

• Values of various kinds, such as healthy body and healthy mind, family 
ties, cultural and spiritual values, environmental and scientific values must 
be inculcated in students. 

• NCERT should publish a small booklet on values and disseminate it 
among teachers, students and educators. 

• Young students are sensitive and they want to know good things. Mass 
media including T.V. could be a major source of information for values on 
voluntarism. 

Prof. G.L. Arora spoke about Voluntary actions from students, teachers and 
professionals. He said that students can take voluntary actions in areas like 
"saying no to plastic Bags" or "saying no to crackers". The medical 
professionals can also decide to give their services free of charge at least once in 
a month two school students. These are a few examples and similar actions 
could be initiated in other areas as well. 
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Group Work 

After the panel discussion the participants were divided into two groups. The first 
group worked on societal concerns and the second group worked on school 
education. Each group presented its report followed by a discussion. 


Group I 

Area - Societal Concerns and role of volunteers 

The group considered the following areas of societal concerns and stressed the 
need of Voluntary efforts. These areas are: 

1 . Environmental degradation- 
2 Population Explosion 

3. Erosion of Values 

4. Health problems 

5. Education and Rehabilitation of handicapped children 

6. National Integration 

7. Caring for old and needy 

8. Care of Animals/birds 

9. Social evils like corruption, dowry, gender discrimination, drug addiction, 
religious fundamentalism, Communalism and terrorism. 

The following methods can be used to promote voiunleerism- 

• Creating awareness among public through posters, hand-outs, pamphlets, 
street-play etc about health, population control and drug addiction 

• Integrating religious values with environmental values. 

• Advocacy through success stories. 

• Creating opportunities for voluntary services in different areas including 
education and rehabilitation of the Handicapped. 

• Recognition and Appreciation of good work done by individuals or an 
organizations. 

• Organizing essay competitions ^ 
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• Inculcating values 


through various programmes, such as Community 


singing, organizing camps etc. 


concerns of School Education and need for Voluntary Action 

1 Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) 

2. Enrolment 

3. Retention 

4. Achievement 

5. Health 

6. Parent's/Community Participation 

5. Training 

G. Teacher Motivation 

7. Value Oriented Education 
8 Teaching-learning Material 
9. Cultural Programme 

The Volunteers may create community awareness for on 

• Importance of Elementary Education 

» Relevance of Early Childhood Education in Elementary Education 
. Elementary Education as the Fundamental right. 

• Need for Ensuring hygienic conditions of schools, safe drinking water and 
regular health check-ups. 
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HAPTERX 


VALEDICTORY SESSION 
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VALEDICTORY session 


Prof, Ram Janarn Sharma. of DEE welcomed the Chief Guest of valedictory 
session Prof. O S Dewal and participants of the seminar of the Department. He 
apprised house of the valuable contributions of Prof. Dewal in areas of education 
and research, He said that whatever work is done in the area of education today, 
the results would be are not instantaneous; rather, the effects of such efforts are 
visible after a period of time. He appreciated the interests of the participants in 
National Seminar and untiring efforts of tiie programme coordinator in organizing 
the seminar then, invited requested Dr R B. L. Sorn, Programme Coordinator, to 
present a brief report of the seminar before the house 

Dr. Soni spoke about the themes on which papers were presented in the seminar 
and their relevance to volunteensm. He then requested Dr. G C. Upadhyay, 
Reader DEE presented brief report of the seminar. Dr. Upadhyay in his 
presentation give a brief of inaugural address by Prof. J. S. Rajput, Director 
NCERT. Prof. Rajput had said that there is a need of seva bhavana (spirit of 
service) if volunteensm is to flourish. There has to be a commitment on the part 
of concerned persons if something is to be achieved, and this is true of 
volunteensm as well. Volunteensm, is a value and attention should be paid to 
develop different values. Dr, Upadhyay, then, presented a brief report of each 
session. He said that papers on different themes discussed various strategies to 
promote volunteensm in respective areas. He talked about some strategic ideas 
emerged during the penal discussion. He also highlighted the salient points of 
group reports. These were: 

• There is a need for taking initiative in the area of preschool education 

® Strategies to ensure enrollment and retention of children in schools should 
be strengthened. 

• Voluntary efforts and community participation in education need to be 
promoted 
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. A module on volunteensm should be added for in-service training of the 
teachers 

Prof. Dewal, the Chief Guest, in his valedictory address said that there are two 
types of societies; 

A thinking Society and A society that waits for government initiative and effort for 
everything. The former society is likely to be a progressive society, whereas the 
latter is not backward one. There should be efforts to make ou, society a 
“thinking society” along with the spirit of service There is also a need for 
professionalism in this age of globalization and competition if one has to survive. 
He stressed the need for visionary thinking if one has to survive in this world of 
professionalism. Discussing the functioning of government institutions and Non 
Government Organisers (NGOs) he pointed out that the former is procedure 
oriented, and emphasis is on ensuring that everything is done in accordance with 
the stipulated procedures. In fact, he said, it should be result oriented by which 
be mean that if procedures are to be modified to achieve results, they should be 
changed. Secondly, government institutions go for efficiency, which means how 
to reduce expenditure and how to speed up the work. If efficiency and 
procedures are incorporated in a balanced manner greater success can be 
expected. 

He suggested the following roles that NCERT may play in promoting 
volunteerism: 

• Electronic Networking : NCERT could help in networking of NGOs and 
provide training and facilities in this area The NGOs will be able to share 
their experiences through their websites when they are networked. 

• Attachment Programmes : There should be an umbrella fund with the 
NCERT to assist individuals financially in order to gain experiences 
through attachment programmes in different fields wt^ere volunteerism is 
required. 
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Dissemination: Dissemination of material and experiences of one NGO 
to other NGOs should be promoted through NCERT. 


Towards the end of the session Dr G C. Upadhyay proposed vote of thanks to 
the Director NCERT for his inspiring inaugural address in which he stressed seva 
bhavana rather than sevak bhavana He thanked Prof. Dewal for his valedictory 
address in which he gave guidance to develop a thinking society He also 
thanked Prof. K K. Vashishtha, Head DEE, Prof. Ram Janam Sharma and other 
colleagues of the department for their help and guidance to organize the seminar 
and the office staff of the department for their assistance to make the seminar a 
success. He also thanked chairpersons of various sessions of the seminar for 
giving their precious time and guidance. He, then, thanked participants for 
cuming to the seminar to present their papers and wished them happy and 
comfortable journey to their respective places. 





CHAPTER-XI 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 

SEMINAR 
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RECOMMENDATIONS of the seminar 


The National Seminar on Voluntarism began on January 28, 2002 and was 
concluded on January 30, 2002 During the three days interactions between the 
educationists, researchers and administrators took place. The need for 
volunteerism was accepted by everyone and different strategies were thought up 
to promote volunteerism. The saying 'where there is a will there is a way’ is true 
even in today's context. Volunteerism is nothing but a will to do. The discussion 
and deliberations of the seminar yielded following recommendations: 

1. The strategies to promote volunteerism should be detailed out at the level 
of teachers, principals and students. 

2. A component on Volunteerism in Education should be included in the pre- 
service and in-service teacher training programmes. 

3. Strategies and incentives should be devised to motivate Non- 
Governmental Organizations and Voluntary organizations working ipareas 
of Non-formal education, Alternative education, Pre-school education, 
Parent's education, Health education etc. 

4 Success stories of Voluntary organizations doing good work in the 
education sector should be published. 

5. Scheme of Volunteerism at individual level should be promoted and 
provision of transport and sustenance allowance be provided for individual 
volunteers. 

6. Protection of Lady teachers and school going girls may require voluntary 
initiatives at Village Education Committee (VEC) level. This will instill 
confidence in parents. 

7. Programmes and plans for school improvement should be developed 
through an active support from the community, parents, VEC members, 
and volunteers. 

8. Local initiatives/voluntary efforts may be promoted to bridge the gap 
between child's home language and school language, especially in tribal 
areas, by designing bridge courses. 
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9 Voluntary initiatives for inculcating secular and democratic values in 
children should be encouraged. 

10 .Awareness programmes be conducted to prepare volunteers for early 
detection of disability and making arrangements for aids and appliances 
necessary for education and rehabilitation of children with disabilities. 

11 Extra curricular activities should be organized by schools for promoting 
value education with the help of volunteers These activities include 
community singing, bal sabhas, bulletin boards, essay competition, 

plantation etc 

12.The areas identified for voluntary actions in education include 

• Helping in Management of Pre-primary and Pnmary schools. 

• Helping in enrolment and retention of children in Drimary grades. 

• Ensuring that school facilities are as per Operation Blackboard 
Scheme. 

. Activating Frimary Health Centres (PHCs) for health check-ups at 
pre-school/primary school stages. 

• Creating awareness in the community for childrens right to 
education. 

• Promoting Voluntary efforts in organizing literacy campaigns. 

The NCERT could do the following to promote volunteerism: 


1. Identify successful Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and 
motivate them to expand activities in areas needing voluntary action. 

2. Provide guidelines to school to organize activities for promoting value 
education. 

3. Promote volunteerism in students and teachers in schools through 
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different activities. 

Include a component of volunteerism in pre-service & in-service training 
programmes of teachers. 

Develop guidelines for community participation in school activities. 
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U , in networking of NGOs and provide training and facilities to 
6 ' volunteers in this area. The NGOs will be able to share their experiences 
. we h sites after they are networked. 

, " — -on of materia, and sharing of experiences among 

NGOs ‘ . asnects of Volunteerism e.g. Principles 

8 . conduct studies on var £ Volunteerism, factors 

underlying VO, unteensm facers of voiunta* 

that prevent Volunteensm, Systemar 
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efforts. 
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National Seminar on Volunteerism 

Programme Schedule 

» 

Day I 

January 28, 2002 

Time: 10.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. 


Inaugural Session 


J Iconic Address 

Prof. K.K. Vashishtha, Head, DEE 

nit the Programme 

Dr. R.B.L. Soni, Programme Coordinator 

: agural Address 

Prof. J.S. Rajput, Director, NCERT 

i of Thanks 

Dr. G.C. Upaclhyay, Reader, DEE 

! 

Theme I: Education of the Handicapped 

lime: 11.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. 


Sub Theme 

inteerism in Special Education 

Speaker 

Shri Lai Advani, Rehabilitation Council of India, 

New Delhi 

1 

:of Volunteerism in Education of 
' tadicapped 

Dr. S.K. Gupta, Reader , Regional Institute of 

Education, Bhopal 

deers promoting Education of 
lied 

Shri Ashwani K. Aggarwal, National Association 
for the Blind, New Delhi 

theme II: National Integration 


time: 2.00 p.m. - 3.30 p.m. 


Sub Theme 

! %a Ekta Evam Sadbhav^ 

Speaker 

Shri Ram Pal Singh, President, All India Primary 

Teachers Association (AIPTA), New Delhi 

limal Harmony and National 

: jtation 

Shri K. Janardan Rao, Chief Patron, All India 

Primary Teachers Federation (AIPTF), Hyderabad 


HD 



Theme i'll: Removal of Social Evils 
Time: 4.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

Sub Theme Speaker 

Volunteerism, Education and Social Prof. G.L. Aroia, Retired I rotessor, NCERT 

Evils 

Education for Removal of Social Evils Dr. Alka Srivastava, Researcher, Indian Social 

Institute, New Delhi 


Day II 

January 29, 2002 


Theme IV: Education for Values 


Time: 9.30 a.m. — 11.00 a.m. 


Sub Theme 
Education for Values 


Speaker 

ADHCOM Network, Pondicherry 


Education for Values in New Dr. Shyam Sunder Kushwaha, Researcher, 

Millennium Dayalbagh Education Institute, Agra 


Education for Values for Primary 
Teachers 

Inculcating Values through Voluntary 
Actions 


Dr, Kokila Parekh, Shikshan Mahavidyalaya 
Gujarat Vidyapeeth, Ahmedabad 

Dr. R.B.L. Soni, Reader, Department of 
Elementary Education, NCHRT, Now Delhi 


Theme V: Environmental Education 
Time: 11.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. 

Sub Theme 

Environmental Protection through 
Volunteerism 

Emerging Challenges in Value added Dr. L.K. Dadhich, Paryavaran Panshad, Kota 
Environmental Education 


Speaker 

Prof. M. Sengupta, PSSCTVE, Bhopal 


Radio-active Pollution and Protection 


Prof. II.C. Jain, Regional Institute of Education, 
Ajmer 



me VI: Role of Students and Volunteers in Universal Education and Population Education 
15 :2.00 p.m. - 3.30 p.m. 


Sub Theme 

Voluntary Sector and Universal 
Education 

Hale of Volunteers in Universal 
Education 

Students and Volunteerism 

Volunteerism: Need of the day 

Promoting Voluntary Efforts in 
! Population Education 

Population Education in School 

Education and Development Interface: 
Hole of Voluntary Organisations 


Speaker 

Shri Amod Kanth, Prayas Institute of Juvenile 
Justice, New Delhi 

Dr. D.P. Sharma, Director, Institute of Research 
and Action Planning, Delhi. 

Mrs. Indu Garg, Lecturer, Department of 
Education, University of Mumbai 

Prof. K.G. Rastogi, Retd. Professor, NCERT, 
New Delhi 

Shri Ramesh Chandra, Retd. Reader, NCERT, 
New Delhi 

Dr. E.M. Rajan, Research Academy for Child 
Education, Pondicherry 

Prof. V. Rangacharlu, SCERT, Hyderbad 


Panel Discussion: Evolving Strategies for Promoting Volunteerism 

Time: 4.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

Topic Panelists 

Evolving Strategies for Promoting Prof. T.N. Dhar, Ex-Joint Director, NCERT, 

Volunteerism New Delhi 

Prof. R.P. Dhakolia, Ex-Dean, Banaras Elindu 
University, Varanasi 


Prof. G.L. Arora, Retd. Professor, NCERT, 
New Delhi 
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Day III 

January 30,2002 

: Time: 9.30 a.m, -100 p.m. 


Planning of Strategies for Promoting 
the Role of Volunteers 

Group Work 

Time: 2.00 p.m.-3,30 p.m. 


Presentation of Group Reports: 

Group leaders 

Time: 4 00 p.m,-4,30 p.m 


Valedictory Session 

Faculty Members 

Welcome of the Chief Guest 

Prof. R.J R. Sham Acting Head, DM 

Presentation of Programme Report 

Dr, RBI, Som, Programme Coordinator 

Valedictory Address 

Prof O.S. Dewal, Hony. Advisor to the 
Director, NCERT 

Vote of Thanks 

Dr. G.C. Upadhyay, Reader, DEE 
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■text 

iteer service has been a part of virtually every civilization and society, and the zeal of 
iteerism has helped develop a civilized and caring society. Defined as willing participation 
in-profit, non-wage and non-career action that individuals carry out for the well-being of 
neighbours, community or society, and humanity at large, it takes many forms from 
iional customs of mutual self-help to community responses in times of crisis and effort for 
'.conflict resolution and the eradication of poverty. The concept includes local and national 
mi efforts, as well as bilateral and international programmes, which operate across 
"irs, Volunteers have contributed significantly to the welfare and progress of industrialized 
developing countries and within national and United Nations programmes of humanitarian 
,stance, technical cooperation and promotion of human rights and peace. Voluntary service 
fes prominently in the activities of NGOs, professional associations, trade unions and civic 
inizations. Many campaigns in areas such as literacy, immunization, protection of the 
lonment, and eradication of social evils are crucially dependent upon volunteer effort. 


idea for an International Year of Volunteers (IYV) to be proclaimed as the world enters the 
century, to facilitate the vital contribution of volunteers and to recognize their achievements, 
e in deliberations between several major international NGOs in the early 1990s. The 
i;ept first emerged within the United Nations (UN) system at a Policy Forum in Japan in 
iof the United Nations Volunteers Programme (UNV) and United Nations University (UNU). 


is agreed that the proposal of the Government of Japan of February 1997, transmitted 
dgji the Secretary General, be placed on the agenda of the Economic and Social Council 
OSQC) in July 1997. ECOSOC in its resolution 1977/44 of 22 July 1997 recommended to 
UN General Assembly that it adopt the resolution proclaiming 2001 the International Year of 
intcers The UN General Assembly—in its 52 nd session on 20 November, 1997 in 




^oluiion 52/17, co-sponsored by 123 countries— decided to take the action called for in tN 
> )SOC resolution. The premise underlying IYV 2001 is that voluntary service is called - 
,.j,c than over before io tackle areas of priority concern in the social, economic, culturi ; 

i run,innan end peace-building fields and that more people aie needed to offer their servicJ 
, • volumes. For this to happen there is a need for greater recognition and facilitation, 
,4urrtoH:r work and greater promotion of such service, drawing upon the best initiatives art 
.!ohs— the 'best practice" — ot volunteers networked to the greatest effect. There is a strod 
“.,7 nfeu II, at am dasignotioh or on International Year oT Volunteers by the UN 6m| 
.j L f provides a valuable homework and establishes a favourable environment to, I ' 


jla .vi 


id yet more strategic use of volunteer contributions. 


i,i { 


: . „„„ wil ;, to own mandate and successive General Assembly resolutions and derisions 
- toning body regarding its role In promoting volunteer concepts and services, U«l 

. r „ ,,, rai0 ,o encourage the sharing of ideas on IYV 2001 and assist those Member SI* 
, 0 . 1 , , u rurlher information about it. UNV *« also continue to work closely with the UN syslt 
. 1 , 1 *,r.-, to evolve ptactlcal modalities of collaboration and to delineate specific areas^ 

■ vunuair oonolbullons which individual agencies might wish to pursue in line with their od 
h,i(,s and programmes in areas of major international concerns. 1 

..-ro,TJi,vjly. India decided to celebrate IYV to promote and strengthen volunteensm m dfciej 
, ,, ■ ,»being done m other countries. Indian civilization is one of the ascent cmlizatoi* 
,‘,,, 0 ,ld that had deep-rooted tradition of volunleerism both at individual anc1 organ, *4 

. ,,,„! India’s contribution in the a, ea of service to humanity and peace ,n different*, 

message of peace and love is an inseparable part of Indian culture 
Vcdic dictum Vasudimiva Kutumbakam, which teaches us to treat w mew, 

<*»*. creed, - n—*** 

: universal values, which may be deiined as princip.es that are rndrsp—j 
; vy ana prosperous society and the principles that make a person caring, fa 

; cost, sincere, true, humane and compass,onate to develop an i eal ^ ^ 

.. , r f Hl . world including Hinduism, Budhism, Jainism, Islam, and Christ y 

religions or the wona, iiiwuuuiy Hiffprpntwavsso 

I lor universa, values and mandate their Mowers to serve human 

moke thok lives happ,er and more mearangful. Ihere has b # 

Obion of values in the last few decades in all spheres of hfe, viz. » ■ wi 

Marion, and peace building eifort, which is reflected in our day-to-d y 




research findings reveal that social isolation and frustration could become major cause of 


many 


diseases including mental disorders of various types. Environmental pollution, which includes" 
air pollution, water pollution, noise pollution, soil erosion, and deforestationetc. are threatens 

u 

the very existence of living beings including the man. Many of the diseases like asthma 
tuberculosis, stomach problems, and skin diseases are the results of pollutions. Besides these 
there is an immediate need to identify causes that lead to dissatisfaction and threat to national 
integration, and they must be removed in order to strengthen national integration and all-round 
development of people as well as of the country. Citizens should be motivated to work lor 
national reconstruction and dignity of labour so that individual and national prosperity could be 
achieved. Illiteracy is one of the major causes of all these problems and, therefore, providing 
education to all becomes the foremost responsibility in order to solve many of these social 
economic, cultural, environmental and other problems and help establishing peace and 
prosperity in the country. In view of economic, social and cultural dependence of nations on 
one another, and to meet threats of international terrorism and natural disasters, it is imperative 
that there should be international understanding and cooperation amongst nations to promote 
peace and harmony. 


The question arises: is it possible for the government alone to tackle all these problems? The 
answer to this question is certainly “no”. If it were possible for the government alone to tackle 
all these problems, these issues would have not existed. The government with its limited 
resources tried its best in the last 54 years to overcome these problems, but the magnitude of 
the problems demands greater effort on all fronts. There is a pressing need for more and more 
people to join hands in this crusade to ameliorate lives of the millions, and it is the zeal of 
volunteerism that could tackle many of the problems provided a favourable environment is 
created and provision is made for necessary expenses for individuals and organizations to 
accomplish this task. Individual volunteers and voluntary organizations have contributed to the 
service of humanity immensely and their role in solution of current problems is vital. It is, 
therefore, necessary to promote and facilitate volunteerism through different media, such as 
religious and social gatherings, movies, books, television, schools, and universities in order to 
have more and more volunteers to contribute their services in different areas. The contribution 
of students as volunteers is vital as they possess enthusiasm to do something for others, and 
this zeal of service must be utilized as far as possible. The services of volunteers is 
immediately needed in the following areas: 



Education for Healthy Living. 

There has been significant achievement in this area as both the government and voluntary 
organizations contributed a lot to immunize children from many of the diseases that were 
considered incurable. Consequently, the country has succeeded in minimizing the cases of 
smallpox, poliomyelitis and other contagious diseases to save children from deaths and 
handicaps. Nevertheless, there is a necessity of community education for health care, nutrition, 
and immunization of children. The role of volunteers in this area could be vital. There are other 
causes as well that need attention and effort to save the lives of masses. Therefore, educating 
the masses about immunization and eradication of social evils including dowry, prostitution and 
drug addiction must receive priority. The role of social workers and medical personnel as 
volunteers is crucial in removal of these evils, because they can educate the youths about the ill 
effects of drugs and other social evils and motivate them to participate in this crusade. There is 
also a necessity to educate the youths to dor ate blood to save the lives of many people whose 
lives could be saved if they receive blood on time. 

Education for Protection of Environment: 

In the last few decades environmental pollution and environmental degradation have been 
increasing alarmingly and there have been movements all over the world to protect the 
environment. The environmental pollution in India has increased to the extent that Honorable 
Supreme Court had to issue orders to control pollution through various means. The goal of 
clean and safe environment cannot be achieved unless masses are educated about the ill 
effects of environmental pollution and environmental degradation and resultant diseases that 
could affect the health of masses. Therefore, environmental education assumes a significant 
role in protecting our environment. Besides introducing environmental education in schobls, 
there is a need for educating the masses to protect the environment from various types of 
pollutions. This is a huge task and it requires large-scale efforts at all levels to educate the 
masses, and this task could be accomplished only with the help of volunteers. Therefore, 
volunteers must undertake the task of educating the masses about the importance of keeping 
our environment neat and clean by afforestation, prevention of various types of pollutions e.g., 
air pollution, water pollution, soil erosion, noise pollution etc. 

Education for National Integration and International Understanding: 

The progress and prosperity of any nation and its citizens depend on unity and integrity of 
people of that country and, therefore, education for national integration assumes an important 



I The education for national integration, which also includes cultural integration, exists in 
-jountry and what is needed is to strengthen this integration through education and other 
is. The values like tolerance, respect for others, humanitarian approach, compassion, 
jness etc. ought to be promoted among the students and among the masses to 
jthen national integration and cultural integration. Besides school education, which has 
giving due importance to national integration and cultural integration, there is a necessity 
fry out this work by the volunteer at large level. Volunteers could easily carry out this task 
|y can persuade and convince people about the importance of national unity to ensure the 
jerity of all. Explosion of knowledge and technological advancements have provided easy 
to information and knowledge on the one hand, and means of mass destruction on the 
No nation can afford to remain aloof in this age of economic dependence and threats of 
jsm, nuclear war and religious fundamentalism. Therefore, education for international 
(jstanding assumes a special significance to ensure peace and prosperity of mankind. The 
| volunteers in promoting international understanding is crucial and they can educate the 
jes about the necessity of cooperation between nations to ameliorate the lives of 
jrodden. A number of organizations, e.g., Red Cross Society, Lions International, Rotary 
Rational, UNESCO, UNICEF, etc. have been working in the area of human welfare and 
(contribution to develop international understanding is appreciable. However, rigorous 
) are needed to strengthen cooperation between people of different countries and develop 
fstanding between nations. Voluntary organizations of international stature could 
jbute to achieve this goal and many of the tragedies could be averted if cooperation 
|en people and between nations is strengthened. 


Nation for Values and Ethics and removal of Social Evils: 

iof the problems can be overcome if values are inculcated and if ethical principles are 
jved. Many of the social evils exist because there has been erosion of values in society, 
tore, it is necessary that rigorous efforts made to eradicate social evils and inculcate 
Is in children and adults. Volunteers can play an important role in accomplishing this task 
by can reach the masses with their zeal of service to the society. Students being 
Isiastic could carry out this responsibility and there should be some kind of provision in 
|es and universities to motivate students for voluntary work. < , 



Strategic Ideas 

In view of the importance of volunteerism in different areas there is an urgent need of 
,.ognizing, promoting, and facilitating voluntary efforts to accomplish multifarious tasks. To 
accomplish these tasks some strategic ideas will have to be generated and areas will have to 
be identified and prioritized to work on. Therefore, it is proposed that this seminar should 
deliberate upon these issues and identify priority areas where voluntary efforts are needed. 
This august body should also suggest how NCERT could give academic support in promoting 
and facilitating voluntary efforts. 
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